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In answer to num 
tor of the Reetsrer, as chairn 
whom the subject was referred; fia 
that the address of the GeneralConvention which assem- 
bled at Harrisburg, and a great miass of statistical matter, 
the chief part of which has been specially prepared for 
this occasion, is now nearly ready,;(and much of it in 
type for re-examination), alter a ih severe application of 





‘of the committee to 
§ the pleasure to say, 


time anil industry to accemplishithe views of the com- 
mittee and bring out the principlés and objects of the 
convention; and that, if suctess shall not attend the 
exertion, he hopes it will be made apparent that humble, 
but zealous, efforts have been m to deserve it.—For 
a month past, this work has occupied, at least, eight 
hours daily labor at the desk; and if all that should be 
done has not been done, or could not be done, (because of 
the dispersion of facts and the difficulty of obtaining 
them), that some have expected, he flatters himself that 
she attempt to show and calculate the interior resources 
of our country and its various wants, may lead others 
more capable to the building up of a system which shall 
hereafter exhibit to the public understanding those things 
most important to the public welfare. After the whole 
shall be published in a pamphlet, as directed by the con- 
vention, it will be inserted in the Rzeeisrer, assisted by 
extra or gratuitous sheets, for general reference; and the 
facts will not be less useful to the opponents than the 
friends uf the “‘American system,” the presumption be- 
ing that both mean to do what is right. 





a7 The absolute necessity of much reducing our ex- 
change list, has been several times mentioned. We in- 
tended to have given notice of itat the close of the last 
volume, but forgot it. Such editors as shall not receive 
this paper hereafter will conclude that we either desire to 
cease an exchange with them, or regard it as necessary 
that ‘the difference” promised to be paid was forwarded. 
The receipt of many papers imposes an obligation to 
open and examine them, causing a great wast. of time to 
little profit, in addition to the expenses incurred in supply - 
ing copies of the Recisrer. We shail still kee, up a libe- 
ral intercourse with our brother editors in all the states, 
that we may glean whatever is useful to the public intelli- 
gence and for record, 

Though carefully looking for it, it was not until 
Saturday last that we met with a copy of Dr. Cooper’s 
speech, delivered at Columbia, S. C. against the princi- 
ples of the tariff, and especially opposing a further increase 
of duties for the encouragement of domestic manulac- 
tures, and we first read it m a Huntsville paper with the 
hupes of improvement—which, we regret to say, has not 
been afforded: for the distinguished and learned gentle- 
man has, in our opinion, more indulged his feelings than 
exerted his powers of argument. 

As this speech has been much spoken of, and, because 
of some of its parts may be as much sought for by others 
as it was by ourselves—and is, besides, a proper article 
for record, we give it a place m the present sheet—that 
the friends and opponents of the ‘American system” 
may use it respectively to support themselves in the best 
manner that theycan. We may refer to it hereatter.— 
The whole proceedings of the Columbia mecting are in- 
serted. 





Procress or nient. A Pennsylvania correspondent 
observes, that the progress of knowledge is slow—that 
years are required to remove the prejudices of apeopie— 
that is, those notions which they entertain they know not 
why, never having enquired into the right or wrong of 
them; that, in times of party excitement, even old princi- 
ples olten give way; that ten years of quiet would be ne- 
cessary to bring about agcneral regard for political econo- 
my, and that a whole generation mast pass away, before 

You. 1X No. 2, 








the opinions introduced and acted upon in the United 
States, in consequence of the French revolution, will be 
obliterated, &c. 

_ All this is very true. A great part even of the legista- 
tion of our country, is held upon the prejudices alluded 
to—our merchants are regarded as the carriers of the 
world, and our farmers considered as supplying half Eu- 
rope with bread and meat! When legislators persist 
in their operations against the evidence of facts, it is not to 
be wondered that the people, generally, should hug their 
errors and neglect to reason. But a great alteration has 
taken place, or is going on. The dullest individuals dis- 
cover that if the products of their labor is doubled in 
value, they can afford to pay an advance upon the labor 
of others—and many have found out that an article sold 
toa neighbor for five dollars, is really worth as much to 
them as though it was sent to the East Indies and five 
dollars brought home for it! Others and many, begin to 
grasp the whole subject of production and demand, and. 
though the progress of light is slow, it Is certain—and it 
is pleasant to believe that tens of thousands of persons 
have lately commenced thinking upon causes and effects 
and are making calculations for themselves. The state 
of society is improving, and the love of thought will 
abound. 

STRANG’s CONFESSION has been published, and the part 
which we have seen contains a letter from Mrs. Whipple. 
it is either a tissue of most wicked falsehoods, or this 
miserable woman ought to have been suspended by the 
same cori, that she might have passed to ‘‘the judgment”’ 
with the untortunate man whom she seduced into adulte- 
rv andthe murder of her husband. It is a disgusting tale. 

The woman is represented as not only making all ad- 
vances to crime, butas actually furnishing the very bul- 
let designed to destroy her husband. It is not easy to 
apprehend of what base materials such a creature is 
formed. . 

A NEW MILITARY WORK, compiled by maj. Holbrook, 
late instructor in the military academy at Middletown, 

Con. and formerly brigade major and inspector of in- 
fantry, has Jately Sa. and we have heard it highly 
spoken of by some whose opinions are entitled to entire 
‘respect. ‘The directions are said to be more elearly ex- 
; pressed than is usual, and its arrangement as excellent, 
and in strict conformity to all that is practised inthe army 
of the United States. It is regarded as a practical work, 
which even the best informed in military tacties may con- 
sult with advantage, and the less experienced rely upon 
for sound information and useful remark. Much matter 
is compressed in a small space, and references to particu- 
lar things is rendered certain and easy. It is for sale in 
the principal bookstores in the United States. 











Saxony snere. A late number of the Boston Patriot 
informs us that—The sale of LU0L Saxony rams, imported 
in the brig Comet, from Hamburg, took place at Brigh- 
ton on Friday. ‘They were from one to four years old, 
principally one and three. The amount of sales was 
nearly $3,000, and the prices ranged from $8 to $64— 
average $27. 

‘The Mentor, which arrived at that port from Ham- 
burg, brought 182 Saxony sheep. 





‘*Tus Inisa popuntarion” in the United States, we obe 
serve, is supposed to amount to 500,000; natives we pre- 
sume must be meant, from the use of the term, and if so, 
it would seem thatthe sum must be exceedingly exag- 
gerated. About 33 years are allowed asa generation of 
men; then if we take the medium quantity of years, it will 
appear that, to make up 500,000 natives resident among 
us, the immigration must have amounted to more than 
30,000 persons annually—whereas the average has not 
exceeded 6 or7,00U, for twenty years past, if it has 
reached that number. The population of persons borr, im 
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foreign countries to the whole population of the United 
States, is much smaller than most are led to believe— 


many of the heads of families are of this description, and 


we note them; but do not count their children or put 
them down as natives, even though they are such. 

ELECTIONS AND ELECTIONBERING. The returns for 
the election of governor of Tennessee as far as received, 

ive gen. Houston a majority of 11,143 over his opponent 

r. Cannon. Several counties were to be heard from, 
but it is believed the majority will not be much varied 
from that given above. ‘The total number of votes as far 
as received, were for Houston 42,433 tor Cannon 31,290. 
Mr. Blunt was alsoa candidate, but only received a small 
number of votes. 

In eleven counties in west and one in east Tennessee, 
there were 9,267 votes for, and 7,148 against, a conven- 
tion. 

The following gentlemen compose the representation 
from the state in congress. 

First district—John Blair, 
Second *Prior Lea, 
Third—————Jamess C. Mitchell, 
Fourth—————Jacob C. Isaacks, 
Fifth *Robert Desha, 
Sixth *John Bell, 
Seventh James K. Polk, 

E ohn H. Marable, 
Ninth *David Crocket, 

A statement is given in the Kentucky papers of the re- 
sult of the congressional election in the Ist district, from 
whieh it appears that Mr. Daniel is elected by a majority 
of 355 votes over Mr. Trimble; for Daniel 4,163, for 
Trimble 3,808. 

Tristram Burges and Duttie J. Pearce, have been re- 
elected members of congress from Rhode Island without 
opposition. 

he Savannah papers state, that Edward F, Tattnall, 
esq. a member elect, and for several year's past a member 
of the house of representatives from the state ot Georgia, 
has resigned his seat in congress, in consequence of con- 
tinued ill health. 

Mr. Wing has been elected a Hag from Michigan 
by a majority of seven votes over Mr. Biddle. 

ed . 

Frenca Etectrons. From the WN. Y. American of 
Aug. 23. Ina paragraph in our paper of yesterday, an 
allusion was made to a communication on the subject of 
the election of general Lafayette, which was by acci- 
dent omitted. ‘The following is the communication allu- 
ded to: 

The electoral college of Meaux ought to be compos- 
ed of 420 electors, without including 80 liberal electors, 
whose taxes were so graduated in spite of them, as not 
to reach the sum of 300 francs, required by law. 

The prefect first struck from the list a 50 
trarily, and without reason, 30 old electors. 

He refused admission to about 60 young 
eleetors,all patriots, who had just reached the } 60 
age of 30 years. 

On the eve of the election, 30 old electors 
who had been on all the previous lists, were } 30 
struck off. ; —120 

M. Tronchon, a Zderal, who had the weakness to es- 

ouse the side of the ministry, had for him— 

Office holders, with revocable salaries 

* Independent royalists 40 

Liberal electors, friends, and relations 29-—139 

The electoral college, notwithstanding the arbitrary 
exclusion of 120 liberal voters, named gen. Lafayette by 
a majority. 


70 





FOREIGN NEWS. 
GREAT BRITIAN AND IRELAND. 

An extraordinary degree of fever prevailed in London 
in June and July, attributed to the denseness of the popu- 
lation and the badness of the police. 

There have been some very heavy failures in London 
among the speculators in stocks—there are many vege 
defaulters, and much alarm and agitation prevailed on the 
stock exchange on the last days of the month of July. 
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e been made from the gold and 
English capital in America. The 
int to more than £10,000 

> jr. and Mr. James . 
en’s counsel, are appointed com- 





‘The first returns 
silver mines wo 


ik, has been appointed gov. gen. 


The officers of the@ustoms at Liverpool retused to re- 
ceive entries of Indian cornat 10 per cent. but on orders 
having been received from London it is now admitted by 
paying that duty. 

‘The crops of all Sepriptigns, are said to be exceedingly 
abundant. “ 


A London paper stateg'that the proprietors of the Phi- 
ladelphia Album hav@*proposed 8 salary of $1,500 per 
annum to Mrs. Hem together with a house rent free, 
and furnished, if she wi ept the editorship of their 
paper. 

tis said that the yearly income of the marshal of the. 

king’s bench prison, (who is a licensed victualler), out of 
the prison, amounts to between £15,000 and /20,000, 
being greater than the salary of the lord chief justice of 
the king’s bench, or the president of the United Scates 
of America. [Yes: almost four times as much. } 
_ Laverpool, July 28. The sales of cotton from the 
21st. to last evening, amounted to 7,200 b including 
490 sea islands, at 10 to 15d; 2,560 Uplands, 6 to 7 1-8, 
1,220 Orleans, 64 to 8, and 50 at 84; 1,320 Alabamas, 6 
to6§. Import ot the week 13,732. The arrivals to-day 
have been about 15,000 bags. Although no decline is 
quoted, holders have been obliged to make some conces- 
sion to effect sales. 

The ratification of the commercial treaty with Mexico 
has been received in London. ‘lhe treaty does not re- 
cognise the Protestant religion, as has been agreed on 
with the Colombian states. ‘he brig Primrose that re- 
turned with Mr. Ward, the British minister to Mexico, 
had on board upwards of $1,200,000. Mr. Ward visit- 
ed the principal mines in Mexico and was much pleased 
with their prosperous condition. 

In consequence of the announcement of the bank of 
England to reduce the rate of discount to 4 per cent. 
which has also been established at the branch establish- 
ments in the country, the private bankers in London 
have reduced the charge of discounting bills to 3 per 
cent. In Manchester the bankers have also reduced it 
to 3 per cent, with notice that after the 29th of Septem- 
ber next, the allowance of interest on deposits will only 
be 24 per cent. . 


of Bengal. 


PORTUGAL. 

The princess regent of Portugal is restored to health, 
and a Te Deum was sung at Lisbon on the oceasion. ‘Ihe 
marquis of Angeja, the constitutional general, is dead. 
‘The Conde de Lumiares is appointed governor general 
of the province of Minho, and the marquis de Vatencia of 
Trasos Montes. The people we dissmisficd, and the 
soldiers desert daily into Spain. 

RUSSIA. 

Advices have been received by Tartars from Persia ut 
Constantinople, which state that the discomfiture of the 
Russian army was of such a nature that it was falling back 
in every direction, or in other words evacuating the Per- 
sian territory, and re-entering Georgia. 

The emperor Nicholas was invested with the insignia 
of the order of the garter, at St. Petersburgh, on the 
10th of July, with great pomp and parade. 

One of the wealUulest Molish lords, count Savinskie, has 
lately had another piquet match. Some time ago while 
on an embassy to Constantinople, he won from a captain 
pacha, at chess, 12 slaves, with 16,000 leopard skins, 
which he afterwards sold in Hungary for 1,600,000 franes. 
he sat the slaves at liberty onthe spot. In his late game 
he has lost 20,000 acres of wood, with a magnificent 
munsicn, on the banks of the Ester, to the prince 
Dolgorouki. 

AUSTRIA. 
| The Austrian government has beeome alarmed at the 


‘event inerease of students in its dominions; and in order 
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to set bou.ds to the increase, they have directed that the 
young men W2., nass from One principal school to another 
must undergo a stric. <xaminativoa, No youth &n be 
admitted into a grammatical class who hag passed his 14th 
year. No more than 80 pupils te be recdined in any tne 
class. 3 










TURKEY AND GREECE. ‘ 

The pacha of Egypt has determined not to 
cert with the Turks. The sultan is said to 

t exertions to raise a powerful army, being 
ed to hear no further propositions regarding Greee 
Church is still in the island of Regina. Lord Cochrane is 

reparing his fleet at Hydra; it will be composed of from 
orty to torty-five vessels and thirty-five fire ships, 

he ministers of England, France) and Russia, have 
reproached the reis effendi, because the declaration of the 
porte ca naga | the proposals relative to Greece, had 
no signatare. The French ambassador declared that 
this paper violated all the forms. M.de Ribeaupierre 
then protested in the most energetic manner, by a note, 
against the assertion of that declaration, according to 
which the proposals of the allied powers are contrary to 
the protocol of the conferences at Ackerman; and invited 
the reis effendito consult for this purpose. 

The porte has made no answer to these representa- 
tions, and the European ministers seem disposed to con- 
fine themselves to this step, till they have received fresh 
instructions. 

Letters from Aleppo, dated 22d of May, state, that for 
three weeks previous, the plague had carried off from 
four to five hundred persons daily, and that the city was 
im the greatest consternation in consequence. 

: COLOMBIA. 

We have various and conflicting accounts of the situa- 
tion of this country, and it is almost impossible to draw a 
just inference from them, Santander, the vice president, 


is represented as having been concerned in a plot of 


Bustamenti to separate the southern department from the 
republic; to quell which large forces had been marched 
from Carthagena, Venezuelaand Maracaibo. Bustamenti’s 
division rebelled in Peru, and it is said that he is on his 
way to Colombia a prisoner. It again is stated that a 
pertectly good understanding subsists between Santan- 


der and president Botivar; the only difference even of 


opinion being that Santander has never approved the anti- 
republican features in the Bolivan constitution. He has, 
however, earnestly insisted upon the continuance of the 
liberator in the station of president of the republic, and 


the congress has refused to accept his own resignation of 


the vice-presidency. 

Bolivar left Carthagena on July 28, for Bogota to take 
the oath required by the constitution, having consented to 
assume the reigns of government. 

The two trigates built in this country are laid up and 
rapilly going to decay. Our previous accounts of the 
destitute situation of the seamen who went out in these 
vessels, is confirmed. ‘They were actually dying in the 
streets for hunger. 

The New York Daily Advertiser furnishes an interest- 
ing abstract of the message of the vice-president Santan- 
der, delivered at the opening of the present session of the 
Colombian congress, 

This document commences by expressing regrets that 
the tranquillity of Colombi& shouid have been disturbed 
by che revolutionary movements ot Paez, just at a time 
when every thing seemed to indicate the stability and re- 
gularity ot the government. Exertions were at the mo- 
ment making at Madrid by the powers who had recog- 
nized the mdependence of South America, to persuade 
the court of Spain to adopt a similar measure, wien the 
occurrences in Valencia transpired and awakened in the 
mind of the king new hopes of re-establishing hi. power 
in his ancient colonies, and he accordingly suspended the 
neyotiations. The view presented by Santander of the 
foreign relations, is at once clear, forcible, and encourag- 
ing. The style is remarkably fine; indeed itis a model 
for a state document. Peru has recognized Bolivia, 
which La Plata has as yet refused todo, ‘The republic 
of Central America has reeeived the Colombian muiuster, 
and ratifieations of the treaty of perpetual union, league 
and confederation, have been exchanged, aithough the 


alteration made in Guatemala of one article will prevent! 


has also been received by La Plata; and col. Palacios has 
been sent to Brazii as minister extraordinary, in order, 
if possible, to restore peace. 

‘he treaty with Great Britain was ratified in London 

on the 7th October, 1825, without any alteration, and eve- 
ry exertion has been made to have it observed. The 
subjects of that country and those of the United States 
tave been placed on an equal footing, according to the 
tems of the treaty with the latter; but the vice-president 
fears that the late agitations may have caused the violation 
of some of the articles of this and other treaties. He has 
not been informed of any such instance; but he declares 
that he feels the liveliest interest in the welfare of the al- 
lied, friendly and neutral nations, and that no exertions 
shall be wanting on his part, to make reparation. 

The king of France has sent out M. Martigny, ap- 
pointed by subaltern authority, general agent for French 
commerce; and while the government regretted that they 
could not, in so informal a case, deliver him his exequa- 
tur, they received him in the capacity in which they for- 
merly received the English and Dutch commercial agents; 
and the ‘‘national flag now waves in the ports of France.” 
He rejoices at the recognition of Hayti, and says Colom- 
bia owes her a debt of gratitude. 

With regard tothe rebellion of Paez, Santander still 
holds a bold and manly tone, speaking without timidity 
and without disguise of things and men as they were— 
from the accusation of Paez by the municipality of Cara- 
cas, the declaration of Valencia in his favor, the procla- 
mation of the Bolivian constitution by Guayaquil and 
other towns, down to the general pacification effected by 
the appearance of Bolivar, who came “like the rain- 
bow of peace.”? The vice president still persists in the 
opinion that the revolution was not approved by the ma- 
jority of the inhabitants or army in the north, indications 
of which he finds in the desertions of the troops of Apu- 
re, and the town of Puerto Cabello. 

BRAZIL AND BUENOS AYRES, 

A London paper says, it seems certain that the British 
government has received ‘espatehes from Brazil respect- 
ing the signature of the preliminaries of peace between 
Brazil and Buenos Ayres,.and it is asserted with copfi- 
dence on this authority, that, besides the payment of a 
considerable sum by Buenos Ayres to Brazil, it has been 
determined by the treaty that Monte Video, and a con- 
siderable portion of what is called the Banda Oriental, is 
to be formed into an independent government, Nothi 
has transpired, but it is considered that it will be like 
Buenos Ayres—republican. The intelligence was com- 
muunicated in the city at a late hour to day. 

UNITED STATES AND MEXICO.. 

An English paper states with much exultation that ‘the 
commercial treaty which Mr. Poinsett, the ambassador 
from the United States, has been some time negociatin 
with Mexico, was not likely to be speedily concluded. J¢ 
was quite understood that the congress and senate {ot 
Mexico] would reject every proposition that weuld be 
adverse to the English interests; but, at present, the treaty 
is rejected, because it lays down a different line of boun- 
dary to that which had before been admitted, and by which 
the Americans lay claim to the rich province of Texas. 
‘The American minister, it is added, is an intriguing clever 
man, but the Mexicans are firm in the determination rot 
to give up one acre of their territory.” 





POLITICS OF THE DAY. 

The following are some of that deseription of articles (o 
which we referred in the last RecisrEr, and now give for 
the reasons then stated, 

Extract of a letter from Joseph Kent, esq. governor of 

Maryland to a gentleman of Frankfort, dated 

‘*Rosemount, 15th May, 1827. 

‘‘L have seen so little of late from your state upon t+ 
subject of polities, that Ldo not know whether the Wo- 
lence of the opposition to the present administration, has 
extended itself among you or not. bs 

“Our fricnd Mr. Ciay, appears to be the chiefgbject 
of persecution with the opposition. ‘They are wit, great 
industry, conducting a systematical attack upgn cin 
which commenced with the Kremer story, which was an 





entire fabrication. 
‘*‘At the time the plot opened I wasa member of the 


its punctual observance: a charge d’affaires from Colombial house of representatives, and heard Kremer declare h® 
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never designed ‘to charge Mr. Clay withany thing dis- 
hondiibte, ta his life.” > ie Se 


‘The old man, naturally honest, was imposed on at | tiop to me after thac date, and betore he had any 


the time, by a powerful influence, and constrained to act 
his part in an affair, which from beginning to end, was as 
mucha fiction, as the Merry wives of Windsor, or the 
School for Scandal. 

**The attack on Mr. Clay, during the late sessiot of 
congress, by gen. Saunders, as far as I could judge from 
the debate as published, proved an entire abortios, and I 


hardly know which surprised me most, the follvof the at- | g 


tack, or the inconsistency of the general. 

“You have seen, no doubt, that Mr. F. Jotinson stated 
in his reply to gen. Saunders, that at the sime of the pre- 
sidential election, in the house of representatives, that 
be, gen. S. was decidedly in favor of Mr. Adams, in pre- 
ference to gen. Jackson. 

**In contirmation of what Mr. Johnson has stated, I 
well remember, that not ten minutes before the election, 
gen. Saunders came to me, with an anxious countenance, 
discovering deep concern indeed, and used these emphatic 
words, ‘I hope to God you may be able to terminate the 
election on the first ballot, for fear we trom North Caro- 
lina, may be forced to vote for gen. Jackson.’ North 
Carolina, you know, voted in the house of representatives 
for Mr. drawford, whose prospect of success was hope- 
less, although the electors of that state gave their votes in 
favor of gen. Jackson. 

*‘Knowing the deep interest you have always taken in 
Mr. Clay’s welfare, T have been induced to give you 
for your personal satisfaction these particulars. 

“Mr. Clay | have known intimately for six-teen years; 
his public career is completely identified with every im- 
portant event ofthe country, from that period to the 
present time, whether in peace or in war. 

**During the late war, I have seen the house of repre- 
sentatives, after having gone out of committee of the 
whole, return to it again, for the sole purpose of affording 
Mr. Clay an opportunity, (then speaker), of putting down 
the desperate, and infuriated advocates of British tyranny, 
insult and injury. 

- “But his enemies say Mr. Adams bargained with him; 
this is assertion without proof, and destitute of truth, as it 
is of manly frankness. 

‘*His superior qualifications placed him im the depart- 
ment of state, and history furnishes no instance, when a 
superior man ever had to bargain for a high station, for 
which, liis peculiar fitness was evidentto every one. 

**In Maryland, the administration is daily gaining 
ground, and by the time the election occurs, I hope we 
shall be able to present an undivided front in their sup- 
port. ” 

[Fromthe Kentucky Gazette, July 31.] 
RoBERTSON’S SPRINGS, July 26, 1827. 

Dear sir—Your letter of the 22d inst. was handed to 
me, late last evening, and I hasten to answer the inqui- 
ries, as requested, in regard to the case of Harris and the 
other five militia men who were executed at. Mobile. 

The regiment to which these unfortunate men belong- 
ed, was received into the service by the orders of the 
“ general government, was mustered for a six monthistour, 

' and was paid accordingly, for said service, as will ap- 
pear by the muster and pay rolls, and by colonel Pipkin’s 
veportto me. These rolls, with colonel Pipkin’s report, 
the proceedingsand sentence of the court martial detailed 
for the trial, and all the circumstances connected with the 
subject, are or ought to be, on record at Washington city, 
where I have no doubt, Mr. Buckner has had a full op- 
portunity of examining them. [confidently assert, that 
ow stamp the allegations of Mr. Buckner with false- 
h 


The letter which Mr. Buckner now makes use of, in 
*! order to injure my character, is well ascertained to be 
* aforgery. [t was first published by Binns, editor of the 
 Pemoeratic Press, purporting to be a letter from the un- 


.fortunate Harristo me. Now this man never wrote but 
‘@ne letter to me, that J ever saw, or heard of before this 
lication, and im that he acknowledged himself to be 
guilty of the enormous crimes charged against him, and 
stated his willingness to meet the just sentence of the 
court. If Mr. Buckner was as desirous to cull the truth 
froin the archives of the nation, 4s he is to pluck from me 
my hard carded reputation, he would have seen that ges 





neral Winchester, who commanded at Mobil 4 the time 
that this Binns letter is dated, made sew- + ml 
now- 
batule of New Orleans had been fought. 
tircumstance shew the impossibility of Mr. 
this knowledge at the time stated, and still 
could have gained it in time to have made it 
Pot application for mercy. The letters of gen. 
ter to me show that he did not receive intelligence 
victory until the 17th January: this forged letter 
€ imtelligence to Mr. Harris two days before. 
Strange indeed, @hat Mr. Harris closely confimed in jail 
should be so much earlier informed than the comman- 
dant of that post. 

It would give’me great pleasure to send you printed 
copies from the documents in my possession, properly 
certified, proving what I have here asserted, but it is im- 
possible that this can be done within so short a period as 
that requested.» I trast, however, that the statement here 
made will be sufficient, with all honorable men, to coun- 
teract the false expressions sought to be forced upon the 
freemen of Kentucky by Mr. Buckner. 

Asa public or private man, king of transactions 
which concern the reputation and characters of others, 
every manly feeling should remind him, that he ought to 
be guided by established facts, not by the hearsay of a 
party; and when he thus produces facts, or the least 
plausible ground upon which to bottom such charges, as 
those which you have recited, I pledge myself tu beat 
all tumes ready to meet him at the bar of my country. 

It may be proper to remark in conclusion, that the 
finding of the court proves conclusively that those men 
were legally in service—or otherwise, that they must 
have been acquitted. I approved, of their condemna- 
tion, because they were the promoters and ringleaders of 
the mutiny and desertion, committed at a period when 
the safety of our southern frontiers was threatened—at a 
period which called for the most energetie measures, and 
when every nerve of the government was stretched in the 
detence of our liberties. When they violated the law in 
such an attrocious manner, the public good demanded 
their sacrifice. Had they have done their duty as faith- 
ful soldiers, their country would have rewarded them 
with its protection and gratitude. I am sir, your most 
obedient servant, ANDREW JACKSON. 

William Owens. 

P. S. It will be recollected in the revolutionary war, 
ata time of great trial, gen. Washington ordered de- 
serters to be shot without trial. Capt. Reed under this 
order, having arrested three, had one shot without trial, 
and his head brought to the general; but he, (gen. W ash- 
ington), reprimanded Reed for not shooting the whole 
three. General Green, near Rudgly’s mill, South Caro- 
lina, says Gordon’s history, had eight men hung on one 
pole for desertion. Johnson’s lite of Green says five, 
without court martial. Lonly approved of the proceedings 
ofa court composed of men who were the friends and 
neighbors of those to betried by them. Respectfully, 

ANDREW JACKSON, 

Nashville, July 17, 1827. I Robert W. Hart, adjutant 
general of the first brigade of ‘Tennesse militia, m the 
late southern war, do certily that 1 was at the cneamy 
ment, within three miles of Mobile, in 1814, when a 
court martial, of which cdl. Peter Pipkin was president, 
was organized for the trial of certain nailitia men, who dc- 
serted trom fort Jackson, under the command of col. 
Pipkin—that [remained at Mobile and the neighborhood 
until the business of the court martial was completed, and 
for some time afterwards. I was present at the exceu- 
tion of the six ring leaders adjudged to sutier the sentence 
of death; but 1 do certify that that part of the sentence 
of the court martial ordering the one half of the beads of 
a large number of the offenders to be shaved, and the of- 
fenders to be drummed ont of eamp never was carried into 
‘effect, said delinquents having been pardoned by gen. 
Jackson, in obedience to which pardon each and every 
one was honorably diseharged. R. W. HART. 

Adj. gen. in the U.S. ser: ice. 
[A great deaf of matter, and several statements, have 
been opposed to this letter, especially to the postscript, 
but as it is said that Mr. Buckner will himself reply, at 
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From ‘he Charlotteville, (Va. } Advocate, Aug. 18. 
TO THE EDITORS OF THE ADVOUATE, 

Gettlemen—In reply to your written application for 
a statement of certain political sentiments uttered by Mr. 
Jjcfferson sometime in the year 1825, I must first remark, 
chat I do not now consider myself at liberty after your 
request, to withhold it from your paper. My opinion has 
ever been this, that in a free and equal society, upon pub- 
lie matters.of such extreme importance, the public are 
entitled to demand, through any of their organs of com- 
munication, the sentiments of public characters of loug 
and high standing, trom themselves; and most assuredly 
so, after their decease, from persons to whom they have 
been unreservedly made known. 

I was induced to relate what I had heard, the first time 
I did relate it, by some illiberal expressions applied to 
gen Jackson, a conduct which would have been, perhaps, 
still more revolting to my feelings, in regard to Mr. 
Adams;for both ave fully worthy, in my estimation, of the 
high honor they receive from their fellow citizeus at pre- 
sent; but the former I have never yet seen. 

The occasion of which you.speak, when we were all 
present at the reading of” gen. Jackson’s reply to Mr. 
Clay, was, I candidly think, the second time I eyer men- 
tioned the fact in question. I am very sure] did hear 
Mr. Jefferson say; and I think it was about the last of 
July or the Ist of August, 1825, but it might have been 
in December, that it was fortunate for the couutry that 
gen. Jackson was likely to be fit for public life tour years 
aller: for in him seemed to be the only hope left of avoid- 
ing the dangers manifestly about to rise out of the broad 
construction now again giyen to the constitution of the 
United States, which effaced all limitations of powers, 
and left the general government, by theory, altogether 
unrestrained, ‘That its character was plainly cnough 
about to be totally changed, and that a revolution which 
had been hitherto imuistinetly coutemplated at a very 
ye distance, was now suddenly, and unexpectedly, 

rought close to our view. Of gen. Jackson, Mr. Jef- 
ferson often said, that he was an honest, sincere, firm, 
clear-headed and strong minded man; of the soundest po- 
litical principles; which he knew well, from having ob- 
served his conduct while a senator of the United States, 
when he was vice president himself. He had no doubt 
that if general Feckion should be brought into office to 
correct the alarmmg tendency towards formidable, and 
otherwise irremediable evil beginning to develope itself 
in the administration of the general government, he 
would be entirely faithfulto that object. ‘his conversa- 
tion took place in Staunton in the summer of 1825 or in 


December following: and it was the last free expression | 


of his sentiments | ever heard; a calamitous change in 
the private affairs of both having oceurred shortly aiter, 
which prevented my bemg much with him, by placing 
himthrough imperious circumstances, in a situation re- 
quiring him to be unfriendly to my greatest interests, 
Having been an elector mysclf, in 1824, when Mr. 
Crawford’s personal condition was deemed so very 
doubtful, I know certainly that Mr. Jeflerson did thea 


prefer Mr. Adams after Aim. Indeed, Lb never heard | 


Mr. Jefferson speak of Mr. Adams, trom the year 1792, 
without acknowledging that he was an able, learned and 
honest man! to which he often added, betore the period 
mentioned, that Mr. Adams would make a salu chict ma- 
gistrate of the union, and was the most fit of all the New 
England men. 
J my aap constantly manifested a very strong repugnance, 
and often said that he was merely asplendid orator, with- 
out any valuable knowledge from experience or study, 
or any determined public principles founded in sound po- 
litical science, either practical or theoretieal. With this 
impression on my mind, I left Mr. Clay at Monticello, 
when I went to the legislature, three days before the meet- 
ing of the electoral colleges, in December, 1824 I had 
heard some little discussion between him and Mr. Jef- 
ferson, of those important points of constitutional doc- 
trine, and political economy, upon which they ‘differed 
so widely. I went determined to vote for Mr. Adams, in 
case Mr. Crawford should be acknowledged indisputably 
out of condition to serve. It did not appear to me that 
Mr. Jefferson ever viewed Mr. Clay in the light he is now 
viewed, by numbers, as a man likely to be dangerous to 


Towards Mr. Clay, as a politician, Mr. | 


plated for him any other elevation than what he had al-. 
ready enjoyed in the house of representatives. Should 
Mr. Clay demonstrate to the world that Mr. Jefferson 
underrated him, I shall be among the first to acknowledge 
a genuine feeling of civic pride at it; for he is a Virginian, 
and my strongest publie attachment of all is to the pros- 
perity and honor of Virginia. If what 1 have said should 
excite resentment, [ shall hold Mr. Clay, and him only, 
responsible to me for any improper expression of that 
feeling. With great respect, 
TH. M. RANDOLPH, sen. 


Another opinion of Mr. Jefferson. 

He, oo. Jefferson), said that ‘during a long public 
** life, he had attentively watched the progress of events 
** in the United States, with the particular view of satis- 
** fying his mind that mankind were competent to self- 
** sovernment, to believe which, his principles inclined 
*‘ nim; and that during his whole politival observation, 
‘* the disposition of the American people to cleet general 
‘* Jackson president, was the single circumstance which 
** had shaken his faith, and made him tear thatthe Ame- 
** rican republic was soon to follow the tate of all others, 
** and to fall under military rule.” 

In reference to the above recorded opinion expressed to 
gov. Coles the National! Intelligencer says—** We have the 
most indubitable proof of Mr. Jefferson’s having expres- 
sed the same sentiment, not once, but repeatedly. Ne 
man who knows any thing of his sentiments on the sub- 
ject, will venture to contradict our statement.” 

Mr. Buchanan. On the 2d of February, 1825, the 
rules for regulating the election of president in the house 
of representatives, were under discussion in that body; 
and it wasa question whether the election should be con- 
ducted with open or with closed doors. Mr. Buchanan 
made the following declaration. ' 

“In these urnes—in the infaney of our political imstitu- 
tions—when no man can suspect that corrufrion has. 
made an entrance among us, it matters perhaps litle 
whether we admit the people to witness our proceedings, 
| or whether we sit in conclave. But OTHER times will 
‘come, corruption will one day rear its head in our coun- 
/ury; and privacy is the natural element of corruption. 
‘should those times arrive, the members will want their 
‘secret sessions.” 
| ‘he following is an ‘*extract” from the letter, (and all 
ithat we have seen of it), which was addressed by Mr. 
Buchanan, on the 16th October, 1826, to the editor of the 
United States Telegraph, and reterred to by Mr. B. in 
his address to the public date at Lancaster, 8thiAug. 
1827. 

*“Atthis distance of time I could not, if I would, ex- 
piain to you all the causes which induced me to hold the 
ouly conversation 1 ever held with general Jackson, on 
the subject of the presidential election. lt will be suffi- 
cicut, however, tor your purpose, to know that I had no 
jauthority frem Mr. Clay cr his friends to propose any 
iterms to gen. Jackson in relation to their votes, nor did 
‘Limake any such proposition. 1 trust I would be as in- 
| cayaible of becoming a messenger upon such an oceasion, 
as itis known general Jackson would be to receive such 

a message, 
' *f{ repeated the substance of this conversation to a few 
friends at Wasbington; one of whom must have commu- 
inicated it to you. That person, whoever he may be, is 
enurely mistaken in supposing the subject of it to have 
been what you alledge in your letter. can; therefore 
protest against bringing that conversation before the peo- 
ple through the medium of the Telegraph, or any other 
newspaper. 

‘“'l’he facts are before the world, that Mr. Clay and his 
particulag friends made Mr. Adams president, and Clay 
secretary of state, The people will draw their own in- 
ferences from such conduct, and the circumstances con- 
nected with it, ‘They will judge of the cause from the ef- 
fects.” 








From the Ralergh (N. C. ) Star. 
| reg = lake county, August 27, 1827. 
To Méssrs. Lawrence & Lemay: we te ‘ 
Gentlemen The incorrect impression attempted 
to be made on the public mind in relation to the proceed- 








the union from his principles; or that he ever contem- } ings of the scuate of the United States, on the nomination 
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ofthe honorable Henry Clay, as secretary of state, in 
March, 1825, has placed me in the unpleasant dilemma 
of aequiescing in what every senator present must know to 
be wrong, or submitting to a candid world the remarks, 
and the only remarks, that were made on that occasion. 
I have, therefore, determined to furnish them forthwith 
for publication. I will only add, that several of the most 

ished senators expressed a concurrence in the ob- 
jections urged, and declared to me that they were pre- 
pared to sustain them in the event of any member of the 
senate desiring further investigation. 

Respectfully, yours, &c. 
JNO. BRANCH. 


Mr. President—As I cannot, consistently with a sense 
of duty, give a silent vote on the present occasion, { must 
ask the indulgence of the senate for a few moments, while 
I shall attempt, in a plain, frank, and brief manner, to 
give the reasons why I am unwilling toadvise and consent 
to this appointinent. 

lam duly impressed with the momentous duty we are 
about to perform, and the importance of the crisis, con- 
nected with the deep responsibility which attaches to each 
and every member; and hence my solicitude to arrive at 
truth by the best reflections which I have been capable of 
bestowing on the subjeet. 


To guide and direct us on this, as well as every other 
occasion, it may be well, first, to look to the commission 
‘under which, and from which we derive all our powers, 
to wit: the constitution of the U. States, which we have 
all taken a solemn oath to preserve, maintain and defend, 
not in the letter only, but according to its true intent and 
nieaning. While lI readily admit that the letter, and per- 
haps, the rigid construction of that instrument, does not 
imperatively forbid the confirmation of this nomination 
yet I hazard nothing in saying that every reason which 
could have operated on the convention to induce them 
to insert the following clause, applies with increased force 
to influence the senate to reject the distinguished indivi- 
dual, whose nomination we are now about to act upon. 
The clause is as follows: 


’' £*No senator or representative shall, during the time 
for which he was elected, be appointed to any office under 
the authority of the United States, which shail have been 
created, or the emoluments whereof shall have been in- 
creased during such time, and no person holding any of- | 
fice under the United States, shall be a member of either 
house during his continuance in office:” 

I would ask, why and wherefore is it that no member 
of either house is permitted to hold an oflice which he 
has assisted to create, or the emoluments of which bave 
been increased by his vete? Because, sir, it was wisely 
foreseen that he might be influenced to vote for the one 
or the other from mercenary or interested motives. 

What is the present case? Henry Clay, a member of 
the house of representatives, has mace, or, if you please, 
has mainly contributed to make John Q. Adams presi- 
deut of these United States, and this president, thas made 
in opposition to the known will and wishes of the Ameri- 
can people, and under circumstances of an extraordinary 


character, has called upon the senate of the United States | 


on the public mind the strongest suspicions that they had 

been cheated out of theirrights by corruption and irigue; 

and, inasmuch as our government is based on publie «on- 

fidence, itis of the very last im ce that our foundg. 

tion be well guarded. The administration of the govern. 

ment should not only be pure, but its purity, as far as 
practicable, should not be suspected. Let us view things 
as they exist in practical life. The senate was prudently 
designed to act as a check on the appointing power, not, 
{admit, to be exercised capriciously, but fearlessly and 
independently when the public good requires. How often 
have we culogized and boasted of our republican institu- 
tions; our happy distribution of the powers of the govern- 
ment; the salutary checks and balances to be found in 
our constitution; and the effectual barriers which have 
been provided to prevent the encroachment of either 
upon the powers of the other, and the consequent protec- 
tion to all classes and interests? But if these things are 
only to be found in the theory of our government, I would 
not give afig for them. The different departments should 
in some respects be considered as rivals, each watching 
every opportunity to strengthen itself and weaken its ri- 
val. Let us, therefore, be vigilant in the exercise of our 
constitutional powers, guarded as well against open as- 
sault, as covert, insidious encroachments. For, however, 
lofty and high sounding may be the sentiment which we 
sometimes hear uttered of independence of the people, 
the legitimate proprietors of this government; yet this m- 
dependenee, connected with the dependance on the dis- 
pensing power, is fraught with the most alarming con- 
sequences to the liberties of the people; for, as we re- 
cede from the one, we impreceptibly glide unto the dead- 
ly embrace of the other. From a retrospect of the past, 

lessons of wisdom may often be extracted. | We see some 
receive their doceur promptly, others, perhaps ten times 
the number, are kept ina state of expectancy, and many 
have their hopes and fears operated on, who, like the 
sanguine Irishman, calculating on drawing a prize, when, 
forsooth, he had no ticket in the lottery. It is time to 
pause, and look the mischief full in the face. Has it come 
to this, that nothing but proof positive of corruption will 
justify the senate in arresting an appointment! If so we 
are more degenerate than [ had imagined. What are 
the tacts of this case, as generally admitted to be true, 
to which we are not at liberty to turn a deaf ear? We 
see two political opponents, neither having confidence 
in the other, at a erttical moment, when the loaves and 
hshes are about to be divided, the one, in opposition to 
the well ascertained wishes of the people of his state, fly 
into each other’s arms, and cordially embrace, without 
aught appearing tothe world of reconciliation and adjust- 
ment of former differences. By which means, and by 
which alone, the one is enabled to grasp the presidential 
chair in violation of the sovereignty of the people witha 
salary of $25,000 per year, and the senate of the United 
States is called upon to aid this president, thus made to 
conter on the other the state department, with a salary of 
$6,000, and thereby making him heir apparent to the pre- 
sideney. Comment would be superfinous toa body as 
enlightened as the one I am addressing. Why. was the 
concurrence of the senate required by the patriotic and 





te advise and consent to this efficient friend, a member ol 


the very house that has conferred on him the chief ma-| 


gistracy of this republic, should be made secretary of 
state. I would respectfully ask, whether, in sanctioning 
or confirming this nomination, we are not infringing on the 
obvious policy of the constitution? For if a member may 
be supposed to vote to create an office, or to inerease the 
salary, with a view to his individual gain, may he not with 
as much propriety be suspected of voting from sordid or 
reed considerations, when he makes an officer, who, 
inturn, gives him an office? I will not trepas on the 
time of the senate, by any farther effort to illustrate and 
enforce the coincidence of the reasons in the two cases. 
They must be apparent to every intelligentmind. Agein 
waiving all objections which manifestly result trom the 
foregoing considerations, | would ask, whether, from a 
decent respect to public sentiment, we ought not to put 
our veto on this nomination? Iam not prepared to assert 

sitively that corruption has mingled with this transac- 
tiom; but this much I fecl authorised to say and believe, 
that the circumstances connected with the recent presi- 
dential} election and this nomination, are suflicient to hx 


wise tramers of our constitution, if we have nothing more 
to do than to register the edicts of the president? In this 
case the exalted standing ofthe individuals makes it more 
| imperioasly our duty to act firmly. Therefore, I cannot 
| —I will not, advise and consent to this appointment. 

| €c We have several other articles of like character, 
‘and on beth sides, lying over, and shall give place to 
| some of them, at the risk of increasing the quantity of 
i space to be allowed for counter-statements. General 
| discussions of the presidential election cannot be admitted, * 


| else room would not be allowed for any thing else. 
| 


—= 








*We are aware of the difficulty of selecting what are 
general or special diseussions—tor the latter, though 
| special in their object, sometimes run into expressions ot 
private opinions and general arguments. he decision 
on these points must rest with ourselves. There is no 
other human power to control the Recister, ‘The pre- 
ceding articles we regard as “special,” and for example, 
we supposed that the addresses of the two political con- 
ventions which have been held in Maryland, were gene- 
ral—and neither was inserted, 
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MEXICAN SQUADRON AT KEY WEST. 
To the editor of the Louisiana Advertiser: 

An article has appeared in the Pensacola paper, and has 
been republished ina Pes of New Orleans, statin 
formal complaimts had been made by the authorities of 
Cuba that the Mexican forces had violated the neutrality 
of Key West, &c. in consequence of which commodore 

idgley had been despatched to make the necessary in- 
vestigations, &c. 

I have too high a regard for the opinion of the citizens of 
the U. States to permit an impression to remain on the 
mind of any one that I had abused their hospitality, and in 
the absence of nearly all of my papers and letter books, I 
can do little more than deny in the most positive manner 
the charges of the Spanish authorities, and challenge the 
strictest scrutiny into my conduct, and that of every one 
under my command since my squadron has been at Key 
West; and all my desire, in this case, is that the govern- 
ment ofthe United States will, in justice to me, place be- 
fore the public the result of their enquiries, by which it 
will undoubtedly appear that Monsieur Laborde has in 


three instances violated the neutrality of the United States | 
without any further notice on my part, than to desire re- 


peatedly that a United States vessel of war might be sta- 
tioned there to protect it. The collector of the port and 
all the inhabitants have defended me against the charge, 
and even an agentexpressly sent by the Spanish authorities 
to examine into my operations, after their complaint was 
made, has done the same, and the government of the 
United States have positive proofs in their possession of 
the high respect I have shown to their authority. The 
only document I have now in my possession, relating to 
the matter, is a copy of a letter from me to commodore 
Ridgley, written on the eve of my departure from Pensaco- 
la, which sufficiently explains the nature and tone of his 
to me,and, from its spirit, it is easily to be pereeived that 
the government of the United States, although bound in 
duty to enquire into complaints, (of which the Spanish au- 
thorities no doubt are already ashamed, ) ha¥e no reason 
to believe that I have offended against neutral rights. 

The following is the letter alluded to, and I pledge my- 
selfto prove whatever is therein stated. 

DAVID PORTER. 

NVew-Orleans, July 31st, 1827. 

PENSACOLA, JuLy 13th, 1827. 

Sir:—I do myself the honor to acknowledge the receipt 
of your communication of this day, wherein you inform 
me that circumstances have come to the knowledge of 
your government, through the charge des affaires of the 
king of Spain, that the neutrality of the United States 
las been violated at Thompson’s island by the naval for- 
ces of Mexico under my command, to the injury of the 
interests of the commerce of Spain, and that it is made 
vour duty to make proper enquiries into, and investigate, 
all the matters cOmplained of, for which purpose, it was 
your intention to have sailed from this harbor to-mor- 
row, for Key West. 

[duly appreciate and reciprocate the sentiments and 
feelings expressed in your letter, and had | not previously 
determined on leaving this place early to-morrow mori- 
ing, having completed the arrangement which brought me 
here, I should have had much pleasare in an interview 


with you, wherein I could have made such explanations | 


as would have satisfied you, and through you, your go- 
vernment, that the charge brought agamst me, of having 
violated the neutrality of the United States is entirely 


confident would prove entirely satisfactory to your go- 
vernment as wellas yourself. The copy of this cerres- 
pondence I pledge myself to furnish, if required, on my 
return to Key West, and, if you will do me the fa- 
vor to communicate, in explicit terms, the precise com+ 
plaints of the charge des affaires, I will most cheerfully 
reply to them, with a firm conviction, that I shall mani- 
fest their fallacy, and in the mean time, I have only to 
state that when it is no Jonger agreeable to the govern- 
ment of the United States that the naval foree of Mexico 
shall enjoy the hospitality of Key West, and the fact shall 
be officially communicated to me, I shall, so soon as I am 
also officially informed that the blockade israised and 
the squadrons, now in pursuit of me, have returned to a 
Spanish port, and the sea leit free for me to depart from 
the anchorage of Key West; on no other terms should I 
be justified in doing so, as, by pursuing a different course, 
I should be jeopardising the interests of the republic 1 
have the honor to serve. Lhave the honor to be &e. 
(Signed), DAVID PORTER, 

Com, Charles G. Ridgley, Pensacola. 


[From the Pensacola Gazette.) 
Com. Porter. We copy an article to-day from the 
Louisiana Advertiser, by which it appears that com. Por- 
ter has honored with his notice an article which appeared 
in this paper on the 20th ult. 

Com. Porter was under a mistake when he said that 
an article had appeared in our paper, stating that formal 
complaints had been made, &c. We made no statements 
on the subject—our article was made up of suppositions 
and rumors, for we knew nothing whereon to fund as- 
sertions—the result however has proved that we did not 
mistake. It appears from the letter of Com. Porter to 
com. Ridgely, that formal complaints have been made te 
our government, and that they formed the subject of in- 
structions given to com. Ridgley. We however expres- 
sed no opinion as to the justice or injustice of those com- 
plaints, and were far from supposing that they were well 
founded; we have, however, since heard another rumor, 
if true, certainly gives much ground for suppositions un- 
favorable to com. Porter. Can it be denied, that the 
Colombian privateer Carobobo, captain Hopner, went 
into the harbour of Key West—that her commission as a 
Colombian privateer having nearly expired, she sailed a 
few miles, (just outside the harbor of Key West), and 
thenand there hoisted the Mexican flag and returned into 
the port ofKey West? Did not com. Porter accompany 
her out and give hera Mexican commission at that time? 
Did she not then sail and capture a Spanish vessel and 
return with her into Key West? If these questions can 
be answered in the negative, then com. Porter cannot be 
justly accused of violating the neutrality of the harbor of 
Key West inthis instance. We should like to see an 
explanation of this circumstance, for our impressions 
have been favorable to com. Porter, and it would give us 
pleasure to correct any mistake with regard to his pro- 
eeedings. If com. Laborde has violated the neutrality 
of the United States, we believe that equal justice will be 
dealt out to both parties. 








MR. POINSETT IN MEXICO. 
From the National Gazette of Sept. 1. 

We call the attention of our readers to the able and 
conclusive reply of Mr. Poinsett, American minister 
plenipotentiary in Mexico, to an extraordinary and un- 
warrantable denunciation by the congress of the legis- 





without foundation. Both my duty and inclination prompt- 
ed me to respect it most scrupulously, and by so doing 
only could I hope to secure the safety of the forees en- 
trusted to me, in the presence of a vastly superior block- 
ading force, which would gladly, no doubt, seize on any 
oceasion that would justify its attacking me there. 

I have been long aware that complaints have been 
made by the Spanish authorities of the island of Cuba 
against me; they were communicated to me by the col- 
lector of the port of Key West, to which I have replied, 
and the Mexican minister at Washington is furnished with 
a copy of the correspondence; therefore any information 
on the subject may be obtained by the government of the 
United States from him, and I regret that [ have not my 
Tetters and books with me, that { might have the satis- 
faction of placiug in your hands a copy of it, which I feel 


lature of VeraCruz. ‘The manifesto of that body is one 
|of the most singular and auda¢ious state papers we have 
lever seen. The allegations which it contains against 
these United States, as wellas their distinguished re- 
presentative, compelled him to publish a formal vindica- 
tion without delay. He has discharged this duty with his 
usual zeal and talent. His reply puts the accusers to 
shame. As he composed and published it in Spanish, 
it must have been read tiroughout Mexieo, and will, we 
trust, be circulated in South America, where such charges 
from such a quarter could not fail to have eonsiderable 
effect, unless so repelled. We hope, likewise, that it will 
be known on the continent of Europe, as it would serve 
to counteract there, the false boasts of the British states- 
j;men, of British priority m the acknowledgement and 
| patronage of Spanish-American independenee. An abe 
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general notice of the accusation; but our readers could 


stract of Mr. Poinsett’s exposition was printed in our 
gazette in the second week of this month, as well asa 


of civil and religious liberty, was counteracted by the 
Yorkinos, or York masons, liberal principles so rapidly 
acquired the ascendant, and spread so widely, that even 


not adequately understand the subject, which is both cu- | the people in general were led to regard this result as the 
rious and important, without possessing the whole docu- | effect of some secret, artificial cause. Most of the deep 
ment wherein all of the manitesto that is material for the | expounders thought they saw the direction of an occult, 
American public is fairly extracted and refuted. We | dexterous spirit, in what was produced, necessarily and 
have the long manifesto before us in the original, and | only, by the tendencies of their revolution and new poli- 
find it to consist, in the other parts, of vehement decla- | tical and social order. ‘The Seotch masons in their news- 


mation against the Yorkists (free masons) and secret so- 
cieties of every description. 

The legislature of Vera Cruz lately committed seve- 
ral unsonstitutional acts, im quite an unceremonious 
manner, Of these, the most violent was the expulsion 
of the ex-secretary of the national treasury, Esieva, who 


Eanete, ont in the Vera Cruz document, have loaded 
Mr. Poinsett with obloquy, as the prime-mover; and as- 
cribe to him nearly all the hanor of mmpelling public opin- 
ion towards political freedom and religious toleration. 
ile seems to us to have had from the outset, a most ar- 
duous and delicate task, commissioned as he was to sus- 


had been regularly appoimted by the executive branch of | tain the interest and fair repute of his country with the 


the general government, commissary of the state of Vera 
Cruz, and superintendent of the customs; an office pure- 
ly federal and executive. He was driven from the state, 
merely because he was deemed one of the political party 
to which the majority of the Vera Cruz legislature are 
opposed. It wasto vindicate this outrageous conduct 
that the manifesto above mentioned, was issued, the oc- 
casion being improved, moreover to denounce the repre- 
sentative of our union, as a supposed friend or auxiliary 


Mexicans, and regarded as he was, by the anti-liberal 
faction, then predominant, in the light of a natural, in- 
corruptible enemy of their sentiments and projects.— 
We say nothing particularly, of the European influence 
hostile to the <u States, and therefore auxiliary to the 
Scotch masons, which he must have had to eneounter; 
and which could not be suffered todo the work of intri- 
gue and misrepresentation without being at least closely 
watched, aud occasionally resisted by direet and overt 


of their obnoxious antagonists; and the government of | movements within the sphere of his official character and 


the United States, in consequence of the predilection en- 
tertained for our republic by those antagonists. It is as 
if, during the great contest between the federalists and 
democrats in our country, the legislature of Pennsylva- 
nia had immediately expelled from the commonwealth, 
a collector of the customs appointed by the president, 
because the new otlicer was held to be a federalist; and in 
order tu defend this proceeding, had elaborately arraign- 
ed, in a long manifesto, the whole federal party, the Bri- 
tish ambassador at Washington, as the prompter and ally 
of the party, and the British government and nation as 
enemies of owr institutions and independence! ‘This 
supposed, illustrative case is, however, by no means so 
strong as the real one, since the circumstances and pre- 
judices of the times would have reudered the impeach- 
ment of the British minister and cabinet in some degree 
plausible as to the fact, though never regulav nor deco- 
rous; but in the present instance, there 1s not the least 
ground of color for the impeachment of either Mr. 
Poinsett or his government and country, since they were 
the first, the natural, and have coutinued the firmest and 
most zealous friends of the liberties and prosperity of the 
Mexicans and all the other new republican communities. 
When Mr. Poinsett arrived in Mexico the Scotch par- 
ty (el de Escocia), so called trom their masonic rite, go- 
verned the country; and although a vast majority of the 
people entertained differeut opmions aud wishes, there 
was no organized opposition. ‘That party was composed 
—of the higher orders of the clergy who were cruelly 
disappointed at the result of the revolution of Iguala; of 
the aristocracy; of the monarchists, some of whom think 
their countrymen unfit for self-government, and most of 
whom wish to see a European prince on the throne of 
Mexico; of centralists, movarclisis in disguise, pretend- 
ed advocates of a consolidated republican government; 
und finally, of the European Spaniarcis, who never can 
be reconciled to the dominion of the Creoles or natives, 
in any form. It was matter of course that such a party 
should be inimical to these United States. From the first 
moment of our minister’s appearance among them, their 
couduet towards him betrayed the most uniriendly feel- 
ings and designs; and they have persisted m shewing on 
every oceasion their hostility to our republic, represent- 
ing it as the natural, hypocritical enemy of Mexico, and 
using all the jargon with which the Wera Cruz manifesto 
jis stuffed. We say here what we ourselves have noticed 
in the publications of the writers enlisted under ther 
banners, and have learnt from intelligent observers on 
the theatre of their operations, They thus compelied 
Mr. Poinsett to seck tor associates among the adverse 
party, which has become the most powertul, from the 
certain, regular progress of things; but they have attri- 
buted their defeat to his iniluence and ageney,as they had 
been accustomed to view their antagonists with contempt, 
and were more or less bliud to the general concurrence 
of events and dispositions. Indeed, as soon as the sys- 


errand. No American could have been found, more 
signally qualified in all respects for the post which he fills, 
than the gentleman in question; none could have display- 
ed more zeal or more liberality of every kind, than he 
has exerted throughout his diplomatic career; and we be- 
lieve that his countrymen will give him eredit for having 
faithfully and skilfully served them, but upon different 
grounds from those on which the Vera Cruz legislature 
acknowledge that merit. 
If he was a plenipotentiary, of the old European, ma- 
chiavelian stamp, and less fond of truth and the real hon- 
or of h's country, he might congratulate himself on be- 
ing thus denounced for having too adroitly and successfully 
tollowed the presumed instructions and ends of his go- 
vernment. We may add that the wise men of Vera 
Cruz, by identifying him and the United States with the 
party which must, in the end, rule in Mexico, ha¥e done 
more to render them ultimately popular and influential, 
than he could have accomplished by any efforts. 
AN EXPOSITION OF THE POLICY OF THE UNITED STATES 
TOWARDS THE NEW REPUBLICS UF AMERICA, 
So long as the attacks which have been made in Mexico 
upon the character and policy of the government of the 
United States of America, and upon the honor and repu- 
tation of the undersigned, were confined to anonymous 
publications, they excited no other feeling than that of 
contempt, and have been passed over with silent scorn. 
But when the respectable legislature of Vera Cruz em- 
bodies in a solemn appeal to the Mexican nation, the sub- 
stance of these unfounded ealumnies, he feels that he 
would be wanting to himself and to the government which 
he represents, if he forebore any longer from vindicating 
the character and conduct of the United States in their re- 
lations with these countries, or if he suffered such misre- 
presentations to goforth tothe world, sanctioned by so 
respectable an authority, unanswered and unrefuted, 
Vera Cruz suspects, that ‘‘a sagacious and hypocritical 
foreign minister, (alluding to the undersigned), equally 
zealous for the prosperity of his own country, as inimical 
to thatof Mexico, calculating that the aggrandizement 
and glory of his nation, must be in the inverse ratio of the 
glory and aggrandizement of the United Mexican states, 
so that the former would lose all the latter might gain, 
and vice versa; calculating that the agriculture of Mexico 
must swell its limits so immensely, as to render insigni- 
ficant and almost null that of the north, provided Mexico 
is permitted to move forward peaceably in the new or- 
derof things; calculating that in time, the commercial 
and friendly relations between Mexico and Great Britain 
might prove disadvantageous to the interests of his coun- 
try, coneeived and brought forth the most terrible and 
disorganizing project for the republie—the project of pro- 
pagating and maintaining hatred and want of confidence, 
aml consequently division and parties, between the sim- 
ple and worthy Mlexicans—-he established the rite of 





(vuratic resistance which they usstituted to the advances 


York'''” 
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It isnot the intention of the undersigned to analyze the 
effects, which according to the opinion of the legisiature 
of Vera Cruz, have been produced by the establishment 
of this rite, nor to enter mto the question whether it has 

roved “more dangerous and destructive than would 
Siabe done the landing of twenty battalions of Spanish 
troops in the country.” He wiil confine himse ftoa 
plain exposition of the conduct of the United Siates of 
America towards these countries, and of his own during 
his residence here, and endeavor to answer by a simple 
statement of facts the suspicions of the legislature of the 
state of Vera Cruz, which appear to be founded upon 
the vituperations of venal writers, ‘*who,” to use the 
words of that legislature, “in order to maintain them- 
selves, ave under the dreadful necessity of prostituiiing 
their consciences by caluimuaiing and sullying the con- 
duct of good men.” 


From the first dawning of the independence of Spanish 
America, the feelings and sympathies of the people of the 
U.S. were enlisted in favor of the cause of liberty, and 
the sentiments of the government were in perfect har- 
mony with those of the people. ‘Their policy, their inte- 
rests, and their feelings all concurred to lead them to fa- 
vor the cause of the independence of these countries, and a 
short exposition of their conduct will prove that they 
used every effort to assist that cause, consistent with the | 
character of neutrality which their duties towards Spain } 
obliged them to maintain between the contending par- | 
Lies. | 

As early as August 1818, the United States made a for- | 
mal proposal to the British government for a concerted | 
aud cotemporary recognition of the independence of | 

| 
| 
! 
! 
} 




















Buenos Ayres, at that time the only one of the South | 
American states, which having declared its ndependence, 
could be regarded as having aciually achieved its elan- 
cipation from Spain. It did not suit the policy of the 
British government to accede to this proposal, aud they | 
declined it. | 

This avowal on the part of the United States of its rea- | 
diness to recognize the independence of Buenos Ayres, | 
became a subject of consideration at the deliberations of | 
Aix-la-Chapelie, and there is reason to believe that the | 
plan which was proposed and matured there, ofa joit | 
mediation of the European alliance between Spain and ! 
her colonies, for restoring them to her authority, failed | 
from the well known intentions of the United States, and | 
the refusal of Great Britain to accede to the condition of | 
employing force eventuaily against the South Americans | 
for its accomplishinent. 

On the 30th of January, 1822, a resolution passed the | 
house of representatives of the United States, of which | 
body the undersigned was then a member, requesting | 
the president to lay before the house the communications | 
from the agents of the United States with the govern- 
ments south of them which had declared their mdepen- 
dence: and those from the agents of such governments 
in Washington with the seeretary of state, tending to 
show the political condition of their governments, and the 
state of the war betwen them and Spain. 

In transmitting to: the house the papers called for by 
this resolution, the president, in his message of the 8th | 
of March, 1822, declared his own persuasion that the | 
time had arrived when, im strict contormity to the law of | 
nations, and in fulfilment of the duties of equal and ime | 
partial justice to all parties,the acknowledgement of the 
indepeudence declared by the Spanish American colo- 
nies, could no longer be withheld. 


ee 


On the day after the president’s message of the Sth of 
March was received by the house, the Spanish minister, 
Anduaga, addressed to the seerctary of state a remon- 
strance against the measure it recommended, and a so- 
lemn protest against the recognition of the governments 
otthe insurgent provinces of South America. He was 
answered on the 6th of April by a letter recapitulating 
the circumstances under which the United States had 
‘‘yielded to an obligation of duty ©f the highest order, 
by recognizing as independent states nations which, after 
deliberately asserting their right to that character, had | 
established and maintained it against all the resistance | 
which had been or could be brought to oppose it.” 

On the 2ith of April, this minister gave notice that the | 
Spanish government had disavowed the treaty ot the 2ith | 








of August, between O’Donoghue and Iturbide, and had 
denied the authority of the former to conclude it. 

On the 12th of Februrry, 1822, the Spanish extraor- 
dinary cortes adopted the report of a committee, propos- 
ing the appointinent of commissioners to proceed to South 
America to negociate with the revolutionary patriots 
concerning the relations to be established thereafter in 
regard to their connexion with Spain. They declared at 
the same time all treaties made with them betore that 
time, by Spanish commissioners, implying an acknow- 
ledgmeut of them independence, null and void, as not hav- 
ing been authorized by the cortes; and on the next day, 
they passed three resolutions; the first anulling express- 
ly the treaty between O’Douoghue and Iturbide; the se- 
cond that the Spanish government, by a declaration to all 
others with which it has friendly relations, makes known 
to them that the Spanish nation will regard at any epoch, 
as a violation of treaties, the recognition, either partial or 
absolute, of the independence of the Spanish provinces 
of Ulwamar so long as the dissentions which exist be- 
tween some of them and*the metropolis are not terminat- 
ed, with whatever else may serve to convince foreign go- 
vernments that Spain has not yet renounced any of the 
rights belonging to it in these countries; the third reso- 
lution recommended to the government to take all ne- 
cessary measures and to apply to the eortes for the 
needful resources to preserve and recover the authority 
of Spain in the ultramarine provinces. 

‘These measures of the cortes were not known to the 

wesident of the United States, when he sent to congress 
bis message of the Sth of March; but they were known to 
the congress of the United States, when it passed, almost 
unanimously, the resolution by which they frankly and 
unreservedly recognised the independence of the Ame- 
rican states, without making their acknowledgement the 


price otany favor for themselves, although at the hazard 


of incurring the displeasure of Spain. ln the passage of 
this resoluuon, the undersigned took an active part. 

‘his review of the proceedings of the United States in 
relation to the independence of Spanish America, has 
been taken, not only to show the consistency of the prin- 
ciples by which they were uniformely dictated, and that 
they have always been disinterested and eminently friendly 
to the new republics; but likewise to disprove the sus- 
picions of the legislature of Vera Craz. 

liow diferent then has been the conduct of the United 
States from which is imputed to them by the state of 


| Vera Cruz! If they really had regarded the aggrandize- 


ment of these countries as destractive of that of their 
own, isit probable they would have been so short-sight- 
ed, as not to have foreseen, that the best and easiest mode 
to prevent this aggrandizement, was to assist Spain to 
maintain her sovereignty over them? or at least not to ex- 
ert their utmost efforts to favor the acquisition of their in- 
dependence. ‘The legislature of V era Cruz gives the un- 
dersigned credit for sagacity and zeal for the prosperity 
of his country, at the same time that it accuses lim of 
being hostile to that of Mexico. With the exertion of a 
small portion of that sagacity, he ought to have formed 
the opinion in 1822, which is now attributed to him.— 
He must have been aware that the measure which he 
urged with so much zeal, would be foliowed by other 
hnations—that the recognition of the new states of Ameri- 
ca, would contribute to seeure the independence of Mexi- 
co, and to call into existence all those resources of this 
great nation, which he is now represented as desirous of 
destroying, a8 incompatible with the prosperity of his 
own country.. In a discourse pronounced in favor of the 
recognition of the ingependence of the American states, 
he used these words: 


‘It has been supposed by some that the independence 
of these colonies would injure the prosperity of the Unit- 
ed States; possessing a more fertile soil and raising the 
same productions, they would drive us from the markets 
of Europe. It has been said that colonies are safer neigh- 
bors than free states, and that so tong as they were 


| bound down by the oppressive restrictions of Spain, they 


would neither be dangerous rivals nor formidable compet- 
itors. Jt is unwise in us therefore, to offer them any encou- 


'vragement. Not only the best feelings of the heart revolt 


ui such a conclusion, but it is manifestly false; it is our in- 
terest that they should be free. With an extensive line of 
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coast, with numerous navigable rivers facilitating their in- 
ternal trade, with a population of more than fifteen mil- 
lions, almost without manufactures, with a demand for 
one hundred million of dollars, and without the means of 
ing on their foreign commerce, these countries pre- 
sent a market for the skill and industry of our merchants 
which promises the greatest advantages. ” 
intercourse of the provinces of Spanish America 
with these countries, will augment their means of infor- 
mation, and wil) enlighten them on the subject of go- 
vernment, on public welfare and private happiness. With 

e increase of knowledge will arise free and well or- 

ized institutions, the refinements and various wants of 
civilization. This cannot fail to produce a demand for all 
the manufactures of this country, and for all the objects 
of trade.” 

He has seen no reason since to change the opinion he 
expressed upon that ocasion. 

the legislature of Vera Cruz, instead of listening to 
their icions, had consulted the history of the policy 
pursued by the United States in them intercourse with fo- 
reign nations, they would have seen that government 
pursuing an open, frank and magnanimous course to- 
wards them all, neither attempting to wrong the most 
feeble nor suffering wrong from the most powerful. Nei- 
ther do they fear a fair competition with any nation. If 
nature has denied them the fertile soil, the fine climate, 
and the rich mines of gold and silver which Mexico pos- 
sesses, they are more than compensated in their estima- 
tion, by the noble harbors and bays, which indent their 
coast, by the bold and navigable streams which faciitate 
their internal trade, and, above all, by the industry and 
enterprise of their hardy and virtuous population. Guid- 
ed by enlightened views of political economy, and by mo- | 
tives of the soundest policy, they are desirous to see their | 
neighbors wealthy and powerful, ir order that they may 
be more efficient allies, and more profitable customers. 
They are more advanced in the arts and in commerce than 
Mexico or Colombia; but what would this profit them, if 
veither Mexico nor Colombia possessed the means of pur- 
chasing their manufactures or of employing their shipping? 
They are united to these nations so intimately by com- 
mon interest, that if the liberties of America were to be 
attacked through them, the United States would be com- 
pelled to stand forth on their defence. What then would 
it avail those states that their neighbors should be redu- 
ced to poverty and weakness? 

The legislature of Vera Cruz suspects that the commer- 
cial and friendly relations whic. exists betweenthis coun- 
try and Great Britain may in time prove disadvantageous 
to the interests of the United States. In what manner 
the sagacity of the undersigned is at a loss to understand. 
Here too, the government of the United States, if the 
suspicions of the legislature of Vera Cruz have any 
foundation in truth, have proceeded with equal improvi- 
dence. So far were they liens believing that the friendly 
relations which might be formed between G. Britain and 
the new American states would never become prejudicial 
to their interests, that they invited Great Britain to join 
them in recognizing the independence of these countries. 
They afterwards urged the cabinet of St. James to follow 
theirexample, and they have constantly and earnestly used | 
their offices to induce the governments of Europe, 
including Spain, to treat with those of Spanish America 
on the footing of independent nations. ‘They exulted in 
seeing their example followed by Great Britain, and are. 
satisfied that the mterests of the two countries with res- 

ct to the new states of America are identified. 

Having thus answered the suspicions of the legislature 
of Vera Cruz, by simple statement of facts, the under- 
signed feels it a duty to himself to disprove the assertions 
made by that legislature, that in order to engender dis- 
¢: rd among the worthy inhabitants of Mexico, who were 
living in perfect harmony before his arrival, under the do- 
minion of the Scotch Masons, he established the rite of 

york! 

% The rite of York existed before his arrival in this 
country. He found five lodges already establihsed, and he 
done nothing more than send for charters for them from 
the grand lodge of New York, at their request to instal 











the establishment of masonry in the country; but he could 
not suppose that any objection could be made in a re- 
public against the formation of an institution so purely 
and perfectly republican as that of the ancient York ma- 
sons. If this institution, dedicated in his own country to 
charitable and philanthropic purposes exclusively, has 
been perverted to those of political combinations, he has 
had no part in its application to such uses, and embraces 
with eagerness the opportunity now afforded him of de- 
claving that he never has assisted in any Jodge where politi- 
cal principles were discussed, or political combination 
formed, and that since the public voice has aceused the 
ancient York masons of following the pernicious example 
of the Scotch masons by using their institution for politi- 
eal purposes, he has withdrawn himself entirely from 
their meetings. He did not therefore “‘concieve and bring 
forth this project;” and whether the establishment of the 


‘right of York in Mexico has been productive of good or 


evil, he has stated the only part he had in its creation. 
And he can declare that he has never taken any part in the 
internal concerns of Mexico, unless, to advoeate in a re- 
public upon vty fitting occasion, the superiority of a re- 
publican form of government over all others—to explain 
the practical benefits of the institutions of the U. States 
and the blessings which his countrymen have enjoyed 
and still continne to enjoy under them, be considered an 
interference with the internal concerns of this country. 

That the undersigned or the government he represents 
should be desirous to see established in this country a 
monarchy, and a Bourbon or descendant of Lturbide plant- 
ed on the throne of Mexico, is too absurd to merit a serious 
answer. The government of the United States holds, 
that every nation has an undoubted right to choose what- 
ever form of government it may judge proper, and the 
United States have not interfered, nor will they ever inter- 
fere with that right; but both that government and the pco- 
ple of the United States are republicans, and hailed with 
the most heart-felt satisfaction the establishment of a 
federal government in Mexico. 

The mistake committed by the legis! ature of Vera Cruz, 
in supposing the prevaling party to be governed by the 
undersigned, is apparent from the single cireumstance of 
the extraordinary delay which has attended the conclusion 
of the negociations which brought him to this country. 

It is with deep regret that the undersigned has fonnd 
himself under the necessity of exposing the fallacy of the 
manifest issued by the legislature of the state of Vera 
Craz. The legislature of a respectable and sovereign 
state ought to have becn more cantious than to publish 
serious charges against the character and conduet of a 
foreign government on suspicions which are not only un- 
founded, but which have been clearly and incontrovertibly 
disproved; or tohazard assertions affecting the reputation 
of a foreign minister, unsubstantiated by the slightest 
proof, and which have been shewn to be utterly false. 

(Signed) J. R. POINSETT. 

Legation of the U. States, Mexico, July 4th, 1827. 





WOOLLEN’S BILL. 
COLUMBIA (S. C.) PROCEEDINGS. 

Sir, We have the honour to address you as a com- 
mittee appointed by the citizens of Columbia and Rich- 
land, to carry into effect the followiug resolutions, viz: 

Resolved, ‘That a committee be appointed to devise the 
most efficient means to oppose the passage of the propos- 
ed law called the Woollen’g Bill; and also the efficient 
means by which, in the event of its passage, its oppres- 
sive operation on the commercial and agricultural inter- 
ests may be defeated: 

Resolved, That the said committee institute a corres- 
pondence with citizens of the southern states, to obtain 
their co-dperation in these objects. 

In the discharge of the duties thus imposed on us, we 
beg leave, sir, to request that you will communicate to us 
as early as possible, any information you may possess in 
regard to the wishes and opinions of your neighbor- 
hood; and especially, whether a meeting of delegates from 
the southern states can be had at some convenient point 
at an early period to deliberate upon these important 
matters. We consider such a meeting very desirable, 








the lodge of Mexico. : 
If the undersigned had found in 





and beg leave to suggest the village of Greenville in this 


Mexico a despotic go- | state, as the place, and the second Monday m Septem- 
vernment, he would not have taken even this small part in | ber, as the time at which it should be holden. We shall 
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receive from you any suggestions upon these 

pe seeder hope that you will seteait us to calculate 
upon your concurrence, in opposing, by all constitution- 
al means, any further extension of the tariff. 

The state of public opinion in our neighborhood, jus- 
tifies the belief that an efficient non-consumption associ- 
ation might be established, and in the event of such meet- 
ing as we have suggested, this, me other measures 
of the same tendency, will be proposed. 

The following are the resolutions adopted by our fel- 
low-citizens. 

We have the honour to be 

W. C. PRESTON, 


T. COOPER, 
R. HENRY, Com- 
A. BLANDING, mittee. 


W. F. DESSAUSSURE, 
D. J. M’CORD, 
Columbia, S. C. July 6, 1827. 

Ata meeting of the planters, merchants, and others, 
inhabitants of the town of Columbia, and its vicinity, in 
South Carolina, on Monday, July 2, 1827, to take into 
consideration the right assumed by our national govern- 
ment of imposing high duties on foreign manufactures 
consumed amoxg us, for the avowed purpose of encour- 
aging and protecting domestic manufactures of the same 
description, particularly the woollen manufacture, go- 
vernor John Taylor was requested to take the chair, and 
on motion of Dr. Cooper it was 
RESOLVED, jah. 

1. That equality of rights, is the pervading principle 
of the American union; nor can any legislative act which 
infringes this act be constitutional. - 

2. ‘That the principle of equality on which the federal 
union was founded, forbids the practice of favoring or 
protecting any class of our citizens at the expense of the 
rest; all the pursuits of honest industry should be equally 
favorites with the laws that govern us. 


3. The road to national wealth is the same as the road | 


to individual wealth: that a nation consists only of the in- 
dividuals who compose it: that the nationai wealth is the 
aggregate of the wealth acquired by individuals: and that 
every unsuccessful investment of capital, and every mis- 
management of industry on the part of individuals, is so 
much taken away from national wealth and prosperity. 
The maxims of political economy are the same as of do- 
mestic economy; to buy cheap, to sell for a reasonable 
profit, and to expend frugally. . 

4. That all investment of capital and industry that 
does not afford a reasonable profit, is unworthy of pro- 
tection; and if it does it needs none. 

5. That, to compel the consumer to make good the 
loss by a domestic mauufacturer, by purchasing at a high 
price what he might otherwise purchase at alow one; is 
not only inexpedient, but unjust; it is robbing the careful 
and cautious citizen, to remunerate the bold and incauti- 
ous speculator: it is rewarding misman»gement by taxing 
prudence and industry. view 

6. That if a manutacture be expedient for the commu- 
nity, it will be so for the undertaker: if it bea losing con- 
cern to one, it is to the other; and it ought not to be pro- 
tected but abandoned. 

7. That, if it be the interest of our citizens to engage in 
manufactures upon the same terms that a planter under- 
takes to cultivate land, viz: because it will furnish a rea- 
sonable profit for his capital and industry, we shall rejoice 
on these terms of equality, to see manufactures flourish- 
ing aroundus, But if we are required to convert a losing 
concern into a profitable one; by being taxed in support 
of it, we can see neither honesty, or equality, or national 
advantage in such a system, by whatever name it may be 
called. 

8. That every nation is divided into buyers, and sellers 
—those who produce, and those who consume.—The in- 
terest of the buyer, that is, of the vast majority of the na- 
tion, is to buy cheap: of the seller to sell dear. If the 
seller is enabled to sell dear, by laying all the buyers un- 
der contribution, by a system of taxation in his favor, the 
consumers—the nation, cannot be the gainer by it. Un- 
der this system of ‘monopoly, preference and tavoritism, 
if the seller receives one dollar and a half for that which 


can be bought for a dollar, the buyer pays a tribute of 


halfa dollar, and receives nothing in return. 








9. That it is not true, that manufactures afford any new 
market for agricultural product. To take capital and 
labor from agriculture, and employ them in manufactures, 
only changes their destination for the worse, if they were 
employed before with a reasonable profit. A plough- 
man eats as much food as a weaver, and is as good a cus- 
tomer to the farmer: and if agriculture and commerce are 
not overstocked with capital or with people, there is no 
advantage gained by this change of employment; a change 
from an occupation that needs no protection to one that 
require iaxation for its sapport.—When there is a capital 
and labor in the market, more than existing occupations 
can absorb, and seeking for employment it may be use- 
fully found in manufactures; which in such case will be 
profitable without any protection beyond other trades and 
employments. ‘This is the natural course of things.— 
Hence all pretences about affording new markets, are 
pretences only, addressed not to the good sense, but the 
ignorance of the people. 

10. Hence, also, the only American system that the 
Americans ought to support, is the truly American sys 
tem of equal liberty, equal rights and equal laws, which 
are prostrated by the system of taxing the productive in- 
dustry of one man, to support the unproductive industry 
of another—who receives our money and gives promises 
in return. 

11. If the cotton manufacture, the woollen manufac- 
ture, the iron manufacture, are to be protected, what 
other among the innumerable manufactures that have 
arisen or may arise among us, has not equal claims?— 
Here then is a door opened for speculations on the pub- 
lic treasury, that is never likely to be closed. The time 
of congress will be occupied (as it has been) in neverend- 
ing debates upon these monopolizing pretensions; and 
we shall run headlong into the contusion and entangie- 
ment that the wisest heads of Great Britain have so long 
deplored. Does it become us to clothe ourselves in the 
cast off follies of that country, by adopting a system so uni- 
versally lamented by ali parties there? Are we destined 
to remain in the rear of the encreased knowledge and 
liberal spirit of une times? And for what? ‘To enable mo- 
nopolists to fatten on the credulity of those, who ought 
to discern their own interest more clearly. 

12. ‘That all these self evident truths apply with pecu- 
liar force tothe WOOLLEN MANUFACTURE, which, 
when frugally conducted in this country, has in all cases 
hitherto, down to the present moment, afforded a reason- 
abie profit under the existing system of taxation in its 
favor. We appeal for the trath of this statement to the 
published accounts of the recent sales at Boston, where 
the domestic woollens are stated to have been sold at 
fur prices. Vo require more, is to require too much. 

Finally, we utterly deny the right of congress to pass 
taxation laws, for the purpose of fostering and aiding any 
one branch of national industry at the expense of all the 
rest. Nosuch power is clearly to be found in the con- 
stitution: the inference in its favor, is drawn from expres- 
sions so wide and general, that any other power may be 
included under them. ‘Their true meaning can only be 
deduced from the history ofthe times when the constitu- 
tion was framed.—No man is hardy enough to say that if 
such a power had been then distinctly proposed, it could 
have been carried; for it is out of all unison with the go- 
verning principle of our social union, equality of rights 
and equality of burthens. We agree to the maxim, mil- 
lions for defence, but not a cent for tribute. 

Viewing therefore the system of taxation which has 
been enacted and is proposed to be extended in favor of 
the home monopolists as a tridute forced from us in the 
character of buyers and consumers, without the pretence 
ofan equivalent in return, we revolt at its manifest in- 
justice: we consider it as an act of power, in which right 
has been disregarded: and we declare our solemn opinion 
that it ought not to be countenaneed by any concurrence 
of ours in theory or in practice. 

Proceedings such as those we complain of—seem ma- 
nifestly unjust—so plainly calculated to make one section 
of the union tributary to another, and to sacrifice without 
remorse the interest of the minority whenever it suits 
the majority to do so—are but too well calculated to 
bring on the dangerous enquiry, in what manner are the 
southern states benefitted by the union? And whether 
the most productive part of our united empire, is to serve 
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as a sponge only, to be squeezed for the benefit of the 
rest? These are enquiries that we are sincerely anxious 
to avoid, unless the headlong spirit of monopoly should 
persevere in foreing them upon us. " 

On motion of Col. Preston, 

Resolved, ‘That a committee be appointed to devise 
the most efficient means of opposing the passage of the 
proposed law called the woollen’s bill. 

‘To devise also the most efficient constitutional means 
by which in the event of its passage, its oppressive ope- 
ration on the agricuitural and commercial interests may 
be defeated. 

That the said committee institute a correspondence 
with the citizens of the southern states to obtain their eo- 
operation in these objects. 

That the committee report to the inhabitants of Colum- 
bia and Richland at a meeting to be held on the first 
Monday of September next. 

That col. Preston, col. Blanding, Dr. Cooper, W. F. 
De Saussure, professor Henry, col. D. J. MeCord, be of 
this committee. 

On motion of Mr. Speers, (comptroller general, ) 

Resolved, That copies of these resolutions be torth- 
with transmitted to the governors of every state in the 
union, and to the members of congress from the state of 
South-Carolina. 

On motion of col. Blanding, 

Resolved, That Dr. Cooper be requested to furnish a 
copy of his address for publication. 

Resolved, ‘That this meeting be adjourned to the first 
Monday of September next, to be held in the Town Hall 
of Coluumbia., 

JOHN TAYLOR, 
Governor of the state of S. Carolina, in the chair. 
Henny J. Novr, Secretary. 
From the Columbia (8. C.) Telescope. 

Ata meeting of the inhabitants of the town of Colum- 
bia and the planters in its vicinity, on Monday, July 2d, 
1827, at the ‘Yown Hall in the town of Columbia, for the 
purpose of taking into consideration the tariff of pro- 
iectng dulies, governor John Taylor in the chair; on 
motion of col. Blanding, it was unanimously resolved, 
that Dr. Thomas Cooper be requested to furnish a copy 
of his speech on this oceasion for publication; cluding 
therein the history of the acts of the British parliament in 
relation to the woollen manulacture. 

SPEECH OF Dr. COOPER. 

Sin—I have the honor of proposing to this meeting for 
adoption, the resolutions relating to ‘‘the tariff of pro- 
tecting duties,” published in the Telescope of last Fri- 
day. L say the honor sir, because | consider it an honor 
to be the proposer of any measure calculated to promote 
the interest of the state to which I belong, or to ward off 
the attacks mediteted against her prosperity. in this 
light, sir, 1 view the resolutions now under consideration; 
and ithas beeome my duty to shew why I think it right to 
propose them for your adoption on the present occasion. 

‘Lhe city of Charleston, alive to the necessity of excit- 
ing public attention to tis subject, has published her well- 
drawn memorial on the tariff, and has mviteu the co-ope- 
ration of the towns m the iterior of the state. We meet 
now to aid the efforts of our fellow-citizens; and I hope 
this meeting will produce a salutary effect, by shewing 
that we have not lost sight of the rights secured to us un- 
der the constitution, aud that we have not lost all fecling 
of the wrongs inflicted on us, by traud, injustice, and op- 
pression. 

‘The resolutions have been previously published, that 
our citizens may be fully aware of thei import; and not 
be taken by surprise, either in the support they iay be 
called on to aflord them, or the objections they may 
think fit to make to them, 

ludeed, it is high time we should ‘‘up and be dom.” 
‘Lhe exertions of our opponents are of no common cha- 
racter; every day adds to the force of the enemy, and to 





the number of those who are in high expectation of ob- 
taining their share in the coutributions of the south. We | 
thought it quite enough to have to combat the maposi- | 
tions im favor of the cotton manufacture, the woollen man- 
utaucture, the iron manufacture: but uow there is not a 
petty manatacturer in the umon from the owner of a spm- 
ning factory, to the maker of a hobuail—trom the moun- 





——___ 


tains of Vermont to the swamps of the Patapsco, who is 
not pressing forward to the piunder; and who may not be 
expected to worry congress with petitions, memorials, 
and querulous statements for permission to put his hand 
into the planter’s pocket. Permit me sir to read the fol- 
lowing advertisement cut out of the last Baltimore Pa- 
triot. 

‘‘A national convention, for the purpose of adopting 
suitable measures tor protecting the agricultural and ma- 
nufacturing interests of the U.S. has been invited by the 
state of Pennsylvania, to meet on the 30th July at Harris- 
burg. Massachusetts has already appointed delegates to 
that convention, whose names we have on a former occa- 
sion given.—New Hampshire has followed the example 
and appointed her delegates. Vermont is about to do 
likewise—a state convention for that purpose being sum- 
moned for the 27th inst. and, by the papers from the in- 
terior of New York, received to-day, we find that several 
ot the counties have already held, and others have called 
meetings to appoint delegates to the state convention, 
who are to designate, if they think proper, delegates to 
the liarvisburg convention. ‘The counties of Duchess, 
Kensellaer, Washington and Essex, have taken the lead 
in this measure, and it will doubtless, be followed through 
the state.’—N. FV. American, 

‘‘A meeting for the same object is to be held at the 
Hall of ihe Maryland Institute in Baltimore on the 26th 
inst. agreeably to the nouice of manufacturers and other's 
in this day’s Patriot.” —Bali. Pat. 

‘Lhat meeting has taken place: and it was moved and 
strongly supported that the claim tor protection should 
be extended to every manulacture in which Maryland 
was concerned. 

You see then, that this isa combined attack of the 
whole manufacturing interest, anxious no doubt to en- 
courage and support the agriculiuralists, as the wolf pro- 
mises succour to the sheep. 

‘Lhe planting interest, refusing to become the dupes, 
have at length atter a series of successtul attacks upon 
them during the last ten years, become the vicums of ma- 
nulacturing monopoly. ‘Lhe avowed object now is, by 


means of a drijled and managed majority In congress, - 


permanently to force upon us a system, whose effect will 
be to sacrifice the south to the north, by converting us 
into colomes and tributaries—to tax vs for their own 
emolument—to claim the right ot disposing of our honest 
earnings—to forbid us to buy from our most valuable cus- 
tomers—to irritaie into retaliation ourforeign purchasers, 
and thus confine our raw material to the home market— 
in short, to impoverish the planter, aud to stretch the 
purse of the mauutacturer. ‘Chis may be regarded as 
common place declamation, and it is so. Untortunately 
for us, the cases that have forced conviction on our minds, 
occur so frequently, that like all the well-known and un- 
deniable truths, they have become mere matters of com- 
mon place observation; acceded to at Once among us, 
whenever they ave mentioned. We are met to-day sir, 
to consider whether we ought to continue to bear the 
burthens imposed, and patiently submit to others that are 
meditated: whether we are to rest satisfied with a state of 
humiliation which we are too impotent to change, or 
muke our final appeal to the nation by exposing our 
grounds of opposition to the measures we complain of, 
andour determinauion to resist them, 

Notwithstanding the daring and uncompromising fea- 
tures of Uke monopoly that oppresses and that threatens 
us, Lean admit that the views,ot the north may be honestly 
intended: that like many others, the manulacturers there, 
deceived themselves before they deceived us, ‘They view 
objects through the distorting medium of self interest; 
and they readily advocate those measures as right, which 
they are anxious should be deemed so by others as well 
as themselves. Among the instances of self deception, 
i can easily believe that a rumored investment of $50,000 
in the Lowell manulacture, may have conquered the he- 
terodoxy of Mr. Webster’s former opinions, and brought 
him over to the true fa:th: similar reasons may have ope- 
rated as inducements to other learned gentlemen to aban- 


_don their heresies, however deeply and deliberately they 
_muy have heretofore avowed them betore the public. It 
is true, the disappomted public looks with astonishment 
| ut these sudden and almost miraculous conversions; and 
, Suspects that tac uu Ue aid natural excuse isin the 
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_—tauing-protecting duties would at length be given up.— 
ut our hopes were in vaia; and we found it as we still 


— ‘ihe protecting duties came on in 1816, 1818, L82U, and 
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words of Horace, at mihi — ipse domi. But I wish 
not to impute any motive but that of mistaken opinion: 
we have matter of fact enough to work on, of a charac- 
ter too manifest to be mistaken. Bi : 

We had fully hoped sir, that by yielding continually 
during ten years discussion of the tariff principle, the 
pretensions of the manutacturers would ere long come 
to aclose.—From the year 1816 to 1824, we never cou- 
batted on the pretence that money was improperly taken 
out of our pockets; but on the principle that the laws 
complained of were infractions of the constitution; that 
the power of enacting them, was no where clearly, unde- 
niably and expressively given; but was assumed under 
forced and starined constructions, and expressions too 
broad and general, too vague and indistinct, to justit 
the usurpajion; that the construction given to the clause 
of regalating commerce could not extend to the protec- 
tion of home manufactures never thought of in the con- 
vention—that such a construction operated so unequally 
that it could never have been the intended meaning of our 
constitution, or could never have been considered as a 
harmony with the spirit of fairness and equality which 
dictated and pervades that instrument.— We hoped there- 
fore, during this period, that the very dubious right of 


find, that voracious appetite of monopoly 1s insatiable: 
the more we give up, the more we are required to aban- 
don. Wehave experienced nothing but a succession ot 
ivritations: claim succeeding claim, and encroachment 
treading on the heels of eneroachment, without mitiga- 
tion of the past or termination in prospect. 

Revenue duties were laid in 1790, 1793, L800, 1804, 
1812; most of which being laid upon import, operated in 
tuct, as bounties on the home manufacture. We deem- 
ed them necessary to meet the wants of government; 
they were revenue laws, and we made no complamt.— 


1824, to an amount well calculated to alarm us; and 
forming a tax altogether on the state of South Caro- 
lina moderately estimated at haifa million of dollars a 
year. Indeed eur citizens are not aware of the vast 
amount of taxes we pay. Repeated caiculations have sa- 
iistied me that if 25 percent. on the annnal income of ail 
who hear me, should be a trifle too high, it is near enough 
tu the truth to be assumed. 

But the proceedings of the last congress, and the ex- 
tensive and avowed combination of the monopotists .t 





this moment, demonstrate, that while there is a manufac-| 
ture in existence in the U.S. it will be in its turn, a per- 


severing applicant for that kind of protection which the 
pocket of the planter is expected to supply. Mussivna- 
ries of every kind and deseription, theological and mann- 
facturing, look to the south as their harvest field; and | 
regret to say that they have done so hitherto without dis- 
appointments. Our good nature has admitted the giant 
foot of imposition; until lately without resisiance or re- 
pining, the whole body will soon follow; and with « a 
system of tributary exaction withont mercy and without 
end. Nor is their expectations of success dubious. Our 
bold and able representative Mr. McDuffie, found him- 
self obliged to declare in the last congress, that although 
the south was represented in due form, yet her voice was 
not heard, and her interests were not regarded within 
those walls. No wonder, if a drilled and managed 
inajority occupies the hall of the house of repre- 
sentatives, and wielding the power of the nation, deter- 
mines at all hazards to support the claims of the northern 
manufacturers, and to offer up the planting interest on 
the altar of monopoly. 
udvertently leaked out at the late meeting of manutactur- 
ers at Boston, that there isa mongrel kind of /obdy legis- 
lature attending at Washington, that operates from with- 
out on the members within: giving such statements (un- 
contradicted) to the various committees, as may best se- 
cure the interest of the manufacturers, and directing and 
managing the votes, as the occasions may require. It will 
be reasonably expected that I should furnish some proot 
of these assertions; and here it is. I beg permission to 


read the following extract trom the Charleston Mereury 
of June 23d last, with the well founded remarks of the 
editor upon the passage cited; which I fancy, this meeting 
will consider as justified by the facts. 


We know from the faets that in- | 


Boston manufacturing meeuing.—\t appears trom the 
proceedings of luis meeung just published, that the manu- 
tacturers, delegates to congress, were charged at thet 
meeting with not ‘sacting in good faith” towards che grow= 
ers of wool. in answer to this charge, a Mr. Brown of 
Boston, who (was one of the dobby members, whose con- 
duct was thus arraigned,) rose to detend himself, and 
said— 

‘tite had the honor, during the late session of congress, 
to represent m part the interests of the manulactures of 
Wool mm WWiaSsaciitisetts, beiore tic commullee O41 manu- 
factures both of Lue house of representatives and of the 
scnate Of tue Uniled States. se and /us asseceaies ad 
been sent chere vy tue manufuciurers, and not by wool 
growers. Lhe memorial to congress, adupted at a large 
weeung of manufacturers, held wa uus city, set forth as 
vine great cause of them depressed condition, the high 
uuties On foreign wool, Like wool growers in Virginia 
and Ulio, sent delegates to Washington Lo represent their 
interests; taey were heard before whe committee On ma- 
uulactures, ald proposed a prospective annually increas- 
mg duty oi two per cent. ‘his was ali the wool growers 
asked. ‘Lhe committee however thoughi that us was 
not enough, and made a bill which iaid the duty at thirty- 
five per cent, to take effect one year alter tie duty showld 
go mto operation. ‘Lhe delegates from this state, ar- 
gued in vain before the comiuttee, that prohibition of 
toreigh wool would not benefit the farmer, if the manu- 
tacturer was unprotected. A market was what the tarm- 
er wante4..—Protect the manufacturer, and there wail be 
a market and a price for wool. He was surprised to hear 
the gentleman, come before tis meeting, aud accuse the 
deiegates from the state of acting in bad faith vowards the 
wool growers. One of tiem was a wool grower himself 
frum Une western part of this state, and though sent ere 
by manutacturers, he understood the interests of the 
wool growers, and truly represented it.—tie periecuy 
comeided with me in the senuments i have just advane- 
ed,”’ 

Now with the merits of this detence, we have nothing 
todo. It maiters litte wiether Mr. Brown and the 
Other delegates to cougress from the manufacturers of the 
state of Massachussetts, acied in good faith or not, aud the 
remarks are how nouced merely to call the attention of 
the public to the fact, here disclosed, that the manulactur- 
ers are a regular Orgwiuzeu ComiMunity—acling in pertect 
concert. ‘Lihat they are represented by delegates in 
VV aslington—wiho are suffered to make propositions be- 
jor ue Commutiees Of congress, and noust very natural- 
ly » tauuenee Lie prucccaiigs OF Thal bouy Ol Gueslions 
tuuchilip tue Hiterestis Gi the saanithacturer’s. — i ese iacts 
lave certainly not been generally Known to the Ameri- 
can people. hey gu iar lo account tor the peculiar at- 
tculion paid Of laic years by congress, to the demands 
of Use maauuiacturcrs. it is easy to conceive what a de- 
exiled miluence inust be produceu by the daily and con- 
stunt Haportunities of agents, who go to W ashington 
charged with calculations und statements artiully prepar- 
ed, with @ View to preseul Lite Clalius of the manufactur- 
eis in the MOSt Luposiby turmim——no one can fail Lo perceive 
at once the dec:dcu acvaniages Which the manutacturers 
possess over the merehauis and agriculturalists of this 
county, whiie pursuing lic imicrests with such zeal, 
concert, and unaninully. tis now manifest, that a great 
strugele is to be maue ut he next session of congress— 
in order **Lo rive compietle and etlicient protection to 
manufacturers “or im plain terms, to give them @ coni- 
plete manepuliy of the hume market. Its foreign compe- 
| tition thal is deprecated, and iorcigh tabriecs must therc- 
iove be protubued.— lider ciry, 

‘Lins 18 not quite Upon so mean a seale as the lobbr- 
jcuisiation Which lias made so much noise in the state of 
New York: but tis equatiy aneonsutuvonal, and nauch 
miore dangerous. the baryaining tor voles, the selfish 
CUINPPOMises, ancl peeen'iad Slalcrients, the suppressio Ve~ 
ri, Une Sugsesuo taisl, the promise msmuaced, the threats 
intimated, and the various iffaecurate and objectionable 
pracuces to which Uus kind of external legisiation—this 
influence excreised Gn the measures within, by the mia- 
chinations of the lobby delegation without, can easily be 
imagined, and do not requae to be specifically proved; 





ior ihe secrecy wluch wil usually attach to tiem does 


| notadmit of t Have b vot well said m mv tormer ad- 
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dresses on the tariff to our representatives in congress, 
that the manufacturers were a combining, club-meeting, 
planning, schemeing, petitioning, memoralizing, com- 
plaining, sunsineut-rasking, worrying, . teazing, boring, 
persevereing class of men’ Is it any matter oi surprize, 
that they should get the better of the farmers and  plant- 
ers in every struggle? The citizens -of this last named 
class, live ata distance from each other; they do not en- 
Jey the facilities of associating that a town affords; hence 
they are never alive to danger till it is just ready to 
burst upon them; they are usually behind hand with the 
information of the day; they are too apt to procrastinate; 
they do not act in concert and en masse; when public 
meetings are called, it is, at a distance from their homes; 
they attend with meonvenience and reluctance; unused 
to consultation, and to concert in action, their deepest 
anterests seem hardly to affectthem. Hence the agricul- 
turists have no special delegates to take care of their in- 
terests; they have no opportunities of being heard be- 
fore committees in reply to manufacturng representa- 
tions; they have no concerted plan of opposition to a con- 
certed plan of attack; however powerful the talents of 
their representatives, they are of no avail where it is 
determined to vote down the arguments that cannot be 
answered. Hence it is, that the south is destined to bear 
the weight of taxes and impositions, without measure 
and without end. By and by we shall be driven to adopt 
some decisive measure when the power is gone from us. 
Wealth will be transferred to the north, and wealth is 
power. Every year of submission rivets the chains upon 
us, and we shall go on remonstrating, complaining and 
reluctantly submitting, till the remedy now in power, will 
be looked up to in vain. Those who reflect upon the 
progress, cannot be mistaken as to the results of this 
“American system.”’ It is in vain that the force of argu- 
ment is with us; the hand of power is against us and upon 
us; we are within its grasp, and nothing but determina- 
tion and decision can prevent our bemg prostrated. 

Examine the progress of this system for many years 
back, and ask yourselves, have not many attempts of your 
opponents been successful beyond their own expecta- 
tions? Has not every session enfeebled your opposi- 
tions? Js not the proposed application, to the next con- 
gress, the most daring and unjust of the attempts hither- 
to made? And yet, which of you can doubt of its suecess/ 
Once more let me ask the very important question, it 
this measure can be carried against you, whut measure 
cannot be carried? 

If you suppose that the efforts of the manufacturers 
will ever be stopped till the principle of protecting duties 
be altogether abandoned in our national legislature, you 
willbe mistaken. Manufacture is a hydra. You are not 
freed from applications because you have rejected a do- 
acn ortwo. ‘The motto of a manufacturer now and al- 
ways, here and every where is monopoly: lo put down all 
competition, and te command caxclusively every market. 
‘To compel every one to buy at the manuiacturcrs prices 
and to sell at the manufacturers price. Suchis the result 
of European experience: have wefound it different here? 

A few words more as to congressional management. 
It is a fact well known to the members of 1825 and 1824, 
that the committee on which Mr. ‘Todd was made chair- 
man, because he was a fit person to do as he was bid, 
received all their information, and all their instruction 
from the manulaeturers within the house, and their lobby 
friends without: that the manufacturing interest acting for 
thetuselves and not for the nation, carried the tart of 
that year: Mr. Todd the chairman who had become a 
politician, not well succeeding as a practising lawyer, was 
sent there by the irou masters of Bedford, Somerset and 
Alleghany counties, himsels not having an idea on the 
subjeet but what was supplied by the persons whose cause 
he was sent there to advocate: it was those persons sir 
who took the no small trouble with this man, to ‘*pang 
him fu’ of knowledge.” ‘that Mr, Baldwin, who with 
far more talent preceded him, was a lawyer sent by the 
muunutactarers of Pittsburgh, and whose practice depend- 
ed greatly onthem. ‘These gentlemen must be consider- 
ed as lawyers employed by local communities; pleading 
the cause of particular interests; not as independent ad- 
vocates for great national rights, or strictly what they 
ought to have been, national representatives. 1] impute 
to them ne misdemeanor im. thus acting. 
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it is possible to get rid of this difficulty in mateting this 
too natural attempt, to push forward partial local 
interests under the stolen ve of patriotism, at the ex- 
pence of national rights and general expedience. Butal- 
though we may net be able to get rid of it in practice, we 
may well be permitted to allow for it in course of argu- 
ment, and to rank it among the causes by which votes, 
are influenced, and ial views ferred to general 
— for the fact itselfis too well known to be denied. 
do not therefore consider that tariff as having been pass- 
ed by our national representatives in congress at Wash- 
ington, but by the manufacturers and the ives 
of the manufacturers. That this is atrue account of the 
matter, I dare venture to appeal, to our members of the 
house of representatives then at Washi \. 

On that occasion sir, Henry Clay at that time a manu- 
facturer of cotton-bagging from Kentucky—at present, a 
manufacturer of presidents, coalition-monger, and comp- 
troller of governmental presses, moved for a duty on 
cotten-bagging so heavy, that his brother manufacturers 
became alarmed, and refused to go the whole length 
with this truly disinterested and national representative ! 
They did however agree in conformity to the general 
plan, to lay a duty, though less in amount, on eotton-bag- 
ging. —The effect of that duty I beg leave to state from 
the “ Natchez Arie}”’ of the beginning of June, 1827. 

Cotton Bagging.—A writer in the Natchez Ariel on 
the subject of bagging, says—‘*By the operation of the 
tariff the Scotch bagging is nearly excluded from our 
market, and we are torced torely on the -friends of that 
measure, our neighbors in Kentucky, exclusively for our 
supplies. They may put what omy they please on it, 
and we must pay it, so long as they know we cannot be 
supplied through other channels. Hence we find specu- 
lators from that state buying up the articles at the enor- 
mous price of 26 cents per yard, and with a reasonable 
hope too, of realizing from four to six cents per yard,— 
lt may be said, the time has been when we paid 40 cents 
without murmuring: true that was when cotton brought 
30 and 32 cents per pound.” 

When I state sir, that Henry Clay was engaged in the 
manufacture of cotton- bagging, I state what was generally 
said and believed at that tume; and which has never, that 
i know of, been since doubted or denied. I am sorry 
for it. It was a proposal and a vote, by no means honor- 
able to him as a representative; and not in harmony with 
his general carelessness as to pecuniary accumulation.— 
But Mr. Clay sir, who is a lawver, ought to have known, 
that no man clothed with authority for the benefit of 
unother, shall be permitted to use it for the benefit of him- 
self. ‘There is no principle of equity more wisely, more 
honestly, or more permanently settled. Would to hea- 
ven it had been writien in large characters and hung over 
the speaker’s chair? 1am not sure of its effective opera- 
tion, but it would be one among the prineiples of honor and 
honesty which have been strangely forgotten in that house. 
A few years ago, Mr. Brougham moved in the house of 
commons, that no member should be permitted to vote 
upon a bill in whose passage he was personally interest- 
ed. No order was taken on the motion, because it was 
already considered as parliamentary law; with some limi- 
tation of a general nature, which there was no time then 
to discuss. Ifit be not among the rules and orders of the 
house, it is among the rules and orders that an honest 
man wouid lay down for his own guidance. The neglect 
of it in congress, is deeply felt at this moment in South 
Carolina. 

Sir, when the constitution was first framed, one of the 
‘leading motives to its adoption was to prevent one state 
‘from taking the advantage of another by imequalities 
im the custom lieuse duties. Hence the rule of our fe- 
deral constitution, that no preference shall be given by 
any regulation of commerce and revenue, to the ports of 
one state over those of another.—It *s true, we conform 
to this regulation of the letter, but we mock it in the 
sense. (Cun any man to the north of us, be hardy enough 
to deny that the monopolists are now seeking in fact, that 
advantage oyer the south, which the plain meaning of the 
constitution has torbidden? If imposts must be Jaid tor 
their benefit, and we are to pay them, ean they eall such 
a regulation of custom house duties, equality? 

Sir, i do not wish to occupy the fatiguing hours of this 
tay, by saving all that may he said and properly satd on 
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this: momentous question; other gentlemen must have 
time eo -tilike thiche observations also, and to supply my 
omissions. It is necessary however, whatever we may 
hereafter do to show to the public in the first instance, 
that justice and right are on our side; and tor this pur- 

ose the resolutions have been drawn up, so as to em- 
Dease the leading principles we rely on. I hope, they 
may have a tendency (without much expecting it how- 
ever) to check the hasty, headlong current of representa- 
tive injustice: and to shew, that it is not a republican sys- 
tem in any ease, to sacrifice the rights of the minority to 
the interest of the majority. Least of all is it an me- 
rican system. 

Sir, I have frequently herd phrases of what is called 
orthodox theology, so much approaching to my concep- 
tions of blasphemy, that I have shuddered when they 
met my ear. Something of this kind of feeling affects 
me when I hear the manufacturers phrase of American 
system. Sir, Ihave always deemed that our American 
system was in direet hostility with the European sys- 
tems: that liberty, equality, and honesty were our bonds 
of union, and constituted the pervading spirit of our 
American system. ‘That equality of rights, equality of 
duties, equality of burthens,, equslity of protectiun, 
equality of laws, constituted the prevailing features of 
our happy institutions: but Lam now sir to learn tor the 
first time, that in the canting, cheating, cajoling slang of 
these monopolists, the American system, is a system, by 
whieh the earnings of the south are to be transferred to 
the north—by which the many are sacrificed to the few; 
under which powers are usurped that were never conced- 
ed—by which inequality of rights, inequality of burthens, 
inequality of protection, unequal laws, and unequal taxes 
are to be enacted and rendered permanent—that the 
ptanter and the farmer under this system, are to be con- 
sidered as inferior beings to the spinner, the bleacher and 
the dyer—that we of the south hold our plantations un- 
der this system, as the serfs and operatives of the north, 
subject to the orders, and laboring for the benefit of the 
master minds of Massachusetts, the lords of the spinning 
jenny, and peers of the power loom! who have a right to 
tax our earnings for their emolument, and to burthen 
our poverty and to swell their riches. ‘This is the ./me- 
rican system these gentlemen are pleased to hold up as 
the idol ot the day; as the golden image, which they in- 
deed may be well content to worship. To call this sys- 
tem of fraud, robbery and usurpation, the American sys- 
tem will sound to your ears as it does to mine, a base Li- 
bel on the American character. 

Sir, we hear a great deal of the prodigously extensive 
market these manufacturers mean to afford to the farmer: 
how much cotton they already take off, how much wool 
they are toconsume. Their talse and exaggerated state- 
ments on these subjects, are absolutely nauseaung. Sir, 
there is no proof that the cotton manutacturei’s to the 
north, consume one tenth part of our produce. We 
have no objection to sell to them, but their custom is a 
bagatelle. Sir, in the year 1825, Great Britain and 
France, including Switzerland with the latter, purchased 
51,000 bags of cotton more than the United States ra.sed 
in that year, when our exports, was75U,000 bags. ‘The 
cotton trade of France and Switzerland is prodigiously 
increasing.—In 1825 it was 230, in 1826, to 250 thousand 
bags: more than haif the consumption of Great Britain. 
We thank the north for their custom upon fair and cus- 
tomary terms, and no other: if not, we can do without 
them: and if they wish it, we will. But of alithe ca- 
jolings, commend me to the cojolings of the woollen 
inanufaeturers; to whose misrepresentations if the far- 
mers aceeed, they will be dupes, beyond what I should 
suspect.cajolary could make them. We can only rea- 
son from what we know, we can judge of the future only 
by the past.. Permit me to repeat the briet history of 
the woollen; manufacture of Great Britain, in the ‘lan- 
guage of my original resolutions; 

That, the pretence of tie woollen manufacturers to 
afford a home market for the wool grown in the United 
States—and that it is for the interest ot the farmer to 
consent to protecting duties m their favor, is a fallacious 
and fraudulent pretence; inasmuch as it is the manifest 
interest of the farmer to have all markets open to his 
choice, and to sell where be ean procure the best prices 

this commodity whether at home or abroad. The in- 
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terest and object of the home manufacture is monopoly 
in buyingand monopoly in selling. 

The oppressive and fraudulent conduct of the woollen 
manufacturers of Great Britain towards the farmers of 
that country, is very instructive, to shew the friendly 
disposition of the manufacturer towards the wool grower. 

ntil the reign of Edward III. wool might be sold at 
home or be exported abroad at the will of the agricultu- 
ralist. This was about 500 years ago, since that time, the 
the »collen manufacture has been feeding like a vampire 
on the honest profit of the farmer, by interdicting him 
from every market butone. ‘The first act procured by 
the woollen manufacturers, to monopolize the home- 
raised wool at their own prices, was the 11 Ed. 3, 1337, 
which made it felony to export wool. By Ch. 2, none 
shall wear cloth, but such as is made in England. By 
Ch. 3, no cloth made abroad shall be brought here. By 
27 Ed. 3, (1353) it ismade felony in any Englishman, 
[rishman or Welshman to export wool. By Ch. 27 ot 
the same act the punishment is declared for this offence 
in those convicted of it betore the last act. 38 Ed. 3€h. 
6 changes the punishment of death into fine, and forfei- 
ture of goods and chattles, lands and tenements. This 
last punishment is declared against any person exportin 
rams, sheep or lambs, by 8 El. ch. 3—no foreign woo 
cards to be imported 39 El. ch. 14.—By 12 ch. ¢ ch. $2 
exportations of wool, incur a forfeiture of goods and chat- 
tles against iuasters and mariners. By 13 and 14 ch. 2, 
ch. 18, exporters of wool, their assistants, aiders, and 
abettors are made guilty of FELONY. For the other 
facts of this merciful detail | am indebted to Rees’s 
Encyclopedia, article “Woollen Manufacture.” By 28 
Geo. 3 ch. 38 s, 2, the felony of 13 and 14 ch, 2, is gra- 
ciously changed into fine and imprisonment, and so it 
continues. 

Ireland, peculiarly from its climate,a wool growing 
country is prohibited trom exporting any of its wool any 
where except G. Britian; by several acts of William and 
Mary, of king Whalliam and lately by 26 Geo. 3 ch. 11. 
And the admiralty is required by 5 Geo. 2 ch. 21, to keep 
employed three armed ships of the 6th rate and eight arm- 
ed sloops to prevent the exportation of wool from Ireland 
to any othercountry than England. 

In the year 1787, au attempt was made by the woollen 
manufacturers to introduce into parliament, a bill of pains 
and penalties sequestering the woollen property of all the 
wool growers, (the farmers),living within miles of the 
sea-cost, converting the offices and even the house ofthe 
farmer, if wool is therein lodged, into a king’s warehouse, 
liable te be entered at all times under burdensome, eruel, 
and ensparing penalues. ‘This was proposed to be done, 
notin consequence of any previous offence, but on the 
| bare suggestion of the manufacturers, that the wool- 
grower mught become guilty of the highly criminal act of 
selling his wool to any other than these monopolists.— 
The scheme failed at that time. But the cruel spirit of 
monopoly was repressed, not extinguished. 

itis mtended, and notice, therefore, has been lately 
given in the Leicester Journal of England, to introduce 
another bill into the now sitting parliament of Great 
Britain, still further fencing the prohibition of exporting 
sheep and wool and securing the monopoly of the raw 
material raised at home, to the British manufacturers.— 
See the Albion of June 9, 1827, p. 414. 

Such is the present state of the liberal conduct of the 
wool growers of England, towards the oppressed and in- 
jared agricultaralists of that country; whose legislature 
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has been made the constant dupes of fradulent misrepre= 


seutations. What happens there is likely to happen 
here; and [ think it right thus publicly to state facts so 
authentic and so wel: caleulated to open the eves of the 
destined victims of manufacturing monopoly. ‘It is fair to 
suspect what may happen, trom what has happened du- 
ring a continued experience of 500 years. 

Is it not dreadtul that we are to be forced back into the 
policy of the dark ages, and compelled to adopt a eon- 
tlicting system of restrictions and prohibition whose impo- 
licy and absurdity have revolted even the prejudices of 
Great Britain? ‘Vhat nation is at this moment throwing 
off the fetters of selfishness and ignorance, which our 
congress are so anxious we should wear! 

Whether the motives of our national representatives, 
are of the one description or the other, their proceedings 
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in this respect, are indeed a national disgrace. God help 
us it these back slidings into the follies of the olden time 
shall continue? To what point of degradation we shall 
fall, who ean say! 

In making these remarks sir, | would neither be under- 
stood to disparage the woollen or any other manufacture: 
they are equally entitled to encouragement and protection 
with any other honest pursuit, but no more; if I did, the 
sentiments and feelings of this meeting would not support 
me. We eareall of usiriendly to the manufacturing as we 
are tothe planting and farming interests. We should be 
glad to see manufactures of all kinds flourishing through- 
out our country. Weare neither insensible to their atility, 
or to the various science involved in, and connected with 
them. At equal qualities and equal prices we would pre- 
for the home on all occasions to the joreign manufacture. 
Whenever our fellow-citizen thinks he can do better 
with his skill and his capital as a manufacturer than as a 
planter, let him do so; our good wishes attend him, and 
we all say, success to his endeavors. But we see no rea- 
son for ingen him beyond ourselves—for giving him 
advantages which we cannot in conscience apply tor. Lf 
he cannot make goods as cheap and of as good quality as 
others can, isthat a reason why his deficiencies should be 
made good out of our pocket, vy compelling us to pay 
exhorbitant prices? 

Suppose a farmer in Pennsylvania should take it into 
his head to raise sugar, and the scheme should tail m point 
of profit, would the Massachusetts manufacturer consent 
to make up the loss of this injudicious speculation? Now 
a farmer or aplanter like a manufacturer must invest his 
skill and eapital on his own responsibility—at his own risk; 
and not at the risk of those who are with equal injustice 
and absurdity called upon to share the loss, without being 
entitled to share the profit. Equality 1s equity says the 
law. What equality is there between us, if you take all the 
profit and Itake all the loss? Nor is itany wonder that es- 
tablishments so profitable asthose of HM aliham and Lowell, 
should entice a disproportionate and exhorbitant amount 
ot capital into similar investments. ‘Phe manufacturers 
boast of the millions upon millions that have within these 
two or three years heen employed in manufacturing es- 
tablishments. is this not proof unceniable, that betore 
they were overdone— before they were suddenly and im- 
prudently a with capital, the manufacturer needed no 
protection’ Is it not clear that the profit was exhorbitant? 
Or how came capitalists to embark so largely in expecta- 
tion of this profit? ‘That sums so enormous, so suddenly 
brought on the race course, should cross and jostle and 
interfere with each other, and in great part defeat their 
-own intentions, is in the usual, natural course of things: 
but must we be compelled to furnish this overgrown ca- 
pital with profits equal to the sanguine expeetations of the 
wealthy lawyers and merchants who have invested it’— 
Gentlemen who without skill or previous education, igno- 
rant of all manufacture ave nevertheless cetcrimined to 
become on asudden manufacturing nabobs—the founders 
of a powerful and overwhelining monied aristocracy / 
Sir, Lcan see no justice or common sense, or republican 
expedience, in these imprudent speculations and magnifi- 
cent expectations of our northern friends. } 
But, (we are told,) the British have taken off their tax 

on imported wool since 1824, and can now undersell us. 
What then? Whenever the consumers in England, are 
exonerated from an oppressive duty, is it to be laid by 
congress on the consumers here? Is that the arguiment’ 
If it be not the argument of these monopolists, it is at 
least the fair conclusion trom the argument they use: so 
that whenever Mr. Canning untaxes the people of Mng- 
land, itis a good and sufficient reason for Mr. Webster, 
Mr. Everett, Mr. H. G. Otis and liis colleagues of the 
Harford convention, to tax the south to an equal amount! 
And this is what they are pleased to call ‘‘the .dmerican 
sustem,”” 

L have now sir, gone through the introductory remark: 
whieh I wished to make on the proposed resolutions. it 
is still my duty to shew, that they contain the well found- 
ed elementary truths, on which our cause must ultimately 
rest. But this is a hard task: how am [to prove the truth 
of propositions, more plain than any arguments can make 
them? 


Will vou ezll upon me to shew thatthe very bond and | 
Spirit of our American union, is equality of rights, equality | PRINTED FOR THE SDITORS, AT THE 





of laws, equality of duties, equality of burthens, equality 
of taxes, equality of protection? That in the eye of our 
law, one citizen is as good as another? Do you call on 
me logically to prove this before an American audience ? 
_ And am I bourd to shew by elaborate ment, th:t 
if my earnings are conjured out of m conker into the 
pocket of a monopolist who gives me nothing but fallacions 
promises in return, that | am a loser by this system of 
legislative legerdemain? 

Need I show to this meeting by any formal deductions 
of reasoning, tlfat no nation will be encouraged to sell, 
who obstinately refuses to buy? And that our best eustom- 
ers abroad, are likely to be provoked mto justifiable re- 
taliation by the partial laws enacted at home? Is it not 
as clear as the sun at noon day, that if this provoked re- 
taliation should take place, the monopolists will rejoice 
in the success of the scheme, which in its consequences, 
gives them the monopoly also of the raw material? Our 
misfortune will be their harvest. We shall then be com- 
pletely in their power, not only as buyers, but as sellers. 

W hat arguments are required to convince you that if ten 
dollars are forcibly taken out of your pocket at the will of 
another, without an equivalent in return, that you area 
tributary tothatother? IT will not say you are robbed and 
plundered of it, because it does not heeome us on all oc- 
casions to use language commensurate with our unavoid- 
able feelings. 

Shall I prove to you that the power of laying these pro- 
tecting duties is no where expressly given by our federal 
constitution? ‘That the subject could not have been 
thought of in that early day, (1827)? ‘That the regula- 
tion of commerce be ween us und foreign nations, is a 
different thing trom taxing our own citizens in favor ot 
home manufactures? That the regulation of buving and 
selling abroad, is one thing—and ot buying and selling at 
home, another? Can you, by any means, compel this 
after thought construction,to harmonise with the equal 
spirit of our republican institutions? 

Must | show you at full length, that the nation can 
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hardly be the gainer by the European system, of taxing 
the many for the benefit of the few’ ‘The holy alliance, 
the British mmistry, or the combination of monopolists 
might perhaps suceced in making out such acase, but I 
decline the task of refuting it. I willnot argue this point 
with an American—l will take it for granted here at least, 
that this cannot be an American system! 

Shall L prove to you that our commerce, that our reve- 
nue, that our navy are paralyzed by these attempts? 
‘L hat this is the way first to irritate the enemy and then 
to sell usto hima: the merchants have already made this 
too clear to be denied. 

Shall 1 prove to you, that a protecting duty onee laid 
on, was never taken off with the consent of the manufac- 
turer? Let the imstance be produced to the contrary by 
those who venture to assert the contrary. 

Sir, | will not condescend to waste either your time or 
my own, by any attempt at proving, that no man whose 
opmion is worth having, will be nardy enough to deny. 

Ll have said, that we shall ere long be compelled to cal- 
ulate the value of our union; and to enquire of what use 
tous isthis most unequal alliance? By which the south 
has always been the loser, and the north always the 
gainer? Is it worth our while to continue this union of 
states, where the north demand to be our masters and 
we ave r- quired to be their tributaries? Who with the 
most insulting mockery call the yoke they put upon our 
necks the American system! ‘The question, however, 
is fast approaching to the alternative, of submission or 
separation. Most anxiously would every man who hears 
me wish on fair and equal terms to avoid it. But, ifthe 
monopolists are bent upon forcing the decision Upon us, 
with themselves be the responsibility. Let us however 
apply to the feelings of truth and justice, and patriotisin 
among our fellew citizens, while there are hopes of stc- 
cess. I would fain believe it is not yetin vain. But at 
all events we must bold fast to principle: f we compro- 
mize our righis, and act from motives of expediency We 
trust toa broken anchor, and all that is worth preserving 
will be irretrievably lost. 

Sir, [ move the adoption of the resolutions as publish- 
ed in the Telescope of last Friday. 








—_— nd > ltd “= 


FRANKLIN PRESS. 





4 wi Fa 





